
MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
 
Illness:   
 Ann Klein has been released from 
Doylestown Hospital. 
 Dan Long was a patient at Doylestown 
Hospital. 
 Lois Kesack is recuperating at home 
after a stay at Lehigh Valley Hospital. 
 
Birth :  On November 30, 2006  Mikayla 
Elizabeth, daughter of Jason and Christina 
Potts, and granddaughter of George and Nancy 
Long. 

To my family of friends at St. Peter’s, 
 
Thank you for all your prayers, cards and well 
wishes for my recent surgery.  I’m home now 
and recovery is going well but I find I’m impa-
tient.  I hope to see everybody in Church soon. 
 
Lois Kesack 

Planning Brunch  
 
 Fellowship Unlimited’s  next planning 
brunch will be on Sunday January 21st at the 
home of Carl and Ruthann Kolb.  It will be after 
the 11:00 AM service.  Please sign up on the 
sheet in the Narthex or contact Ruthann at 215-
256-4792.  Everyone brings something for the 
brunch and lots of good ideas for planning social 
events for St. Peter’s congregation. 
 Watch this space in the coming months for   
events for the whole family! 

STEEPLE VIEWS 
 

is published monthly by  
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, North Wales, PA.  

Phone #215-699-4604   Fax 215-699-2179 
Office E-mail:  

ruth.kelch@stpetersnorthwales.org 
Website: stpetersnorthwales.org 

Interim Pastor: The Rev. Paul Martin Cornell 
Organist/Director of Music: Liz Grebe 

Office Secretary: Ruth Kelch 
Field Seminarian: Karin Kohl 

 
Articles for Steeple Views should be brief,  

and submitted to the Church office or  
T. Riesz, Triesz@voicenet.com   

by the 15TH  of the month for the next issue.  
 

It is the Mission of It is the Mission of It is the Mission of It is the Mission of     
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church St. Peter’s Lutheran Church St. Peter’s Lutheran Church St. Peter’s Lutheran Church     

to invite all people to to invite all people to to invite all people to to invite all people to     
know, live, and share Jesus Christknow, live, and share Jesus Christknow, live, and share Jesus Christknow, live, and share Jesus Christ    

The January  meeting of St Peters' Singles and 
Friends will be announced.  Members may  wish 
to  call Joanne Pyott at 215 368-3709.  

SEKUCo SUNDAY 
 
 Sunday, March 11, 2007 is SEKUCo Sunday 
in the Southeastern Pennsylvania ELCA Synod. 
Congregations are encouraged to learn and teach 
about our Synod's involvement in SEKUCo, the 
Sebastian Kowala University College being started 
by our companion synod in Tanzania, North-Eastern 
Diocese, to meet many needs, especially the short-
age of Special Education teachers in the region.. 
Learn more at http://www.ministrylink.org/
view_article.aspx?id=309 

Christ Lutheran Church sent their eighth truck of 
supplies to Ocean Springs, Mississippi  on  Novem-
ber 8th.  Thank you so very much for your gener-
ous outpouring of canned goods and cleaning 
supplies during this past month.  Your donations 
will help fill the next truck to Ocean Springs for 
this important ministry to the Katrina Hurricane 
victims. 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

 
EPIPHANY – MEANING AND RESPONSE 

 
 
  Epiphany is a longer season in 2007.  There are five Sundays in Epiphany. 
 “Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together.”  Isaiah 40:5 
 
 New heavens open, and the Spirit descends.  The heavens open, and God speaks.  
  EPIPHANY:  manifestation, appearance, making known throughout this season of light.   
  The scripture readings reveal identities:  
    the identify of Jesus 
     the identity of Jesus’ time 
     t he identity of God’s people. 
 
 Jesus is revealed as ruler, beloved of God, observant Jew, tribe, obedient son, wonder worker, 
prophet, teacher, iconoclast, and yet companion of the law and the prophets, wise man, a star, John the 
Baptist, the descending dove.   
 The voice of God, and Elijah and Moses all reveal Jesus’ identity.  
   The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.  

 
 What is most interesting in the unfolding readings of the season 
after the Epiphany is the revealing of Jesus’ tribe.  It is not at all what one 
would expect from one of God’s chosen people.  During the days of 
Christmas, Jesus is revealed to Jewish parents, Jewish shepherds, and 
Jewish elders in the temple.  At the festival of Epiphany, however, the 
sphere widens: wise men from the east (perhaps Parthia, now in Iran) 
travel to honor the King that has been born, whose star has appeared in the 
night sky. The passage from Ephesians read at the festival of Epiphany 
quotes the apostle Paul as saying, “the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and shown in the promise in Christ Jesus.”  
On the Baptism of Our Lord, the reading from Acts relates Peter and 
John’s journey to Samaria to bestow the Holy Spirit to new followers 
there. 
 

 And we are in that company of new followers.   
 
 May we gather around Word and Sacrament this Epiphany 
   so that we become those who, “make known” this Jesus to others. 
 
 
  Sola Scriptura!  Sola Gratia!  Sola Fides! 
 

     ����������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
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Liturgical Renewal      —   The next step 
 
 Change happens all the time.  The liturgy has changed here already.  Not too long ago, we did not have Lay 
Deacons or Cup Bearers.  The people who volunteer for these jobs do so to help them become more involved with 
the liturgy.  They are part of the celebration and it helps them to deepen their faith and serve God.  It helps to break 
down the barriers and let the people worship in a more meaningful way. 
 Pastor Cornell contacted Carlton Gross and asked him to evaluate the worship space and make recommenda-
tions and suggestions.  He saw some barriers to the liturgy and the way we worship. 
 Some of the suggestions were easily accomplished such as moving the cross that was in the parlor onto the 
altar, using a Processional Cross or Crucifix for weekly use, using a Paschal Candle and seasonal Altar paraments.  
These have already been done.   
 More extensive suggestions included creating a free-standing altar, moving the Baptismal Font to the entrance 
of the church and changing the floor surface to become a unifying element.  This report was forwarded to the Wor-
ship and Music committee to evaluate. 
 The initial report and the reasons why Mr. Gross felt these recommendations should be done were reviewed 
by the Worship and Music Committee.  In August of 2004, Pastor Cornell, Carlton Gross and the committee met in 
the church and saw first hand what the recommendations were and how they would affect the lay-out of the church.  
Mr. Gross explained the history of altar placement, baptismal font and pulpit throughout the history of the church and 
why things were done.   
The Altar-  He explained that in medieval times, the altar area was separated from the congregation so that the 
Priests could tell the people what they wanted them to know.  The people were taught the rituals and ceremonies of 
the liturgy by the Priests.  The people could not question the Priests because they could not read and have access to 
the Bible.  Mr. Gross also said that because of the invention of the printing press, the people could have Bibles of 
their own and start to understand the relationship between themselves and God.   Martin Luther believed that the fa-
ther or the head of the family was the person to teach the household the Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Com-
mandments.  At the time of the Reformation, churches were being designed to let people have more access to the al-
tar area and the communion rail.  With the altar being free standing, the people could see the Pastor as he said the lit-
urgy.  It becomes a “family setting” for the liturgy, more friendly and more consistent with the meal being the center 
of the liturgy.  This is where the fellowship of the people of the congregation come together to get fed with the 
Lord’s Supper.  It is the place where Christ gives and the people receive the bread and wine and remember that Holy 
Communion is where Christ reveals himself to us.  This meal also lets us eat with all our fellow baptized Christians 
of every time and place.   
The Baptismal Font- In the Middle Ages, adult baptism disappeared and infant baptism became the norm.  The 
font was placed near the main entrance of the church.  Also, the fonts became smaller as the ritual of immersion was 
replaced with the water being poured over the infant.  Luther urged us to remember our Baptism daily.  Baptism is 
also the entrance into the community of Word and Sacrament.  With the font at the entrance people would have to 
walk near it when they enter the space.  This would be a visual reminder of our baptism.   They could dip their hand 
in the water and do the sign of the cross to remember that they are a child of God.  The font should not be covered 
because seeing the water and being able to touch it will be a visual reminder of the sacrament and our dying and ris-
ing and new life.  
The Pulpit – The pulpit is the place of the word.  The pulpit should be used for both the lessons and the sermon.  
The sermon is an important part of the liturgy.  The pulpit is raised so the Word is given a place of honor.  The pulpit 
should not intimidate but should let the congregation see and hear the lectors and preacher.  A Bible should be placed 
on the pulpit so the Bible can reinforce the congregation’s understanding the relationship between the lessons and the 
sermon.   
 
  After Mr. Gross finished, he shared his recommendations and suggestions with the Committee.  The next in-
stallment will be those recommendations and suggestions.    
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The Treasurer reported November General Account 
receipts were $6,269 below the $23,415 budgeted, of 
which the $15,556 in Weekly Envelope giving was 
$6,150 below the $21,706 budgeted for envelopes. To 
meet our $256,000 General Account budget, $47,965 
must be received in December. Maintenance Account 
giving was $316 below budget. Debt Retirement 
Account receipts were $814 below budget—making 
this account's 2006 giving $7,042 below budget. The 
Organ Restoration Fund has $25,514. 
 
The Finance Committee’s proposed $235,948 budget 
for 2007 was approved for publication and presentation 
to the congregation at the Annual Meeting in January.  
 

The President met with cleaning services in an effort 
to reduce costs. Ultimately, a new agreement was 
reached with David White, the church’s current 
cleaning service provider. As part of his personal 
ministry to God, Mr. White offered to reduce his 
charge to $725/month (a reduction of $3,000/year) 
while continuing to do all he currently does, plus add 
light cleaning on Mondays of the narthex, parlor, 
hallway and bathrooms.  
 

Pastor Cornell reported Vicar Karen Kohl no longer 
will serve at St. Peter’s; the Cornell’s Open House is 
postponed to early 2007; he is gifting his chasubles to 
our seminary student, Michael McKillip; the Worship 
and Music Committee decided not to buy new hymnals 
but to purchase the new hymnal bulletin material; and 
St Peter’s received $1,000 for its Katrina Fund from 
Genuardi’s Supermarkets in honor of Gwen Smith. 
Gwen was selected by her employer as A Hero of 
Genuardi’s Staff for her work with our Katrina Relief 
Team October 2005. 
 
The Archives Committee chair, Carole Lukens, was 
complimented for the wonderful Christmas display she 
arranged in the narthex during December.  
 
The Cemetery Committee reported it will cost 
$25,000 to repair broken gravestones, so it is seeking 
grants from historical or veteran groups; there are plans 
to offer memorial trees to replace those removed; and 
there will be a spring flower bulb sale to help defray 
the cost of work being done to refurbish the cemetery. 
 

The Hospitality and Ambiance Committee reported 
Allison Zabaleta will chair this committee replacing 
John McInnes who is the new Property Committee 
Chair; a “fantastic time” was had at the Thanksgiving 
Eve dance to benefit the Organ Restoration Fund—
which raised $408.30; and many volunteers are signed 
up to help with the church adornment Dec. 16th. 
 
The Nominating Committee announced four current 
council members (Gerry Crow, Joan Gauker, Bill 
Kesack and Mary Ann Landmessr) will seek another 
term; Allison Zabaleta will fill the remaining year of 
Chuck Tressler’s term; and two more candidates are 
needed—to fill Cecily Smith’s remaining two years, 
and Ethel Heffentreyer’s remaining one year.  
 
The Property Committee is working to have open 
communications with the Property Management and 
Cemetery committees; looking at church keys 
distribution; dealing with minor Montgomery County 
Health Dept. inspection findings; is seeking a kitchen 
cleaning committee; and is addressing several items in 
need of repair. 
 
The Stewardship Ministry Team reported on its 2006 
effort, which concluded with Consecration Sunday; 
will be evaluating the effectiveness of the Consecration 
Sunday program; and is seeking one new member to 
replace Chuck Tressler. 
 

The Teen Ministry noted five youth, along with 
Robin Alderfer, will volunteer at a South Dakota 
Indian reservation July 5-16. The youth are Shane 
Gallagher, Brynn Gallagher, Kelsey Rauchut, Lindy 
Kolb, and Katrina Sundar. One half of the cost will be 
provided by the parents and one half  by fundraising. 
 

NOTE: The Annual Congregational Meeting and 
luncheon is set for Sunday January 28, 2007  

in Fellowship Hall.  
 
 
The Next Congregation Council Meeting  is 

Monday January 15th, 2006  

at 7:30 p.m. 

�
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Excerpts from Letter from Bishop Claire Schenot Burkat 
 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  -  
 1 Peter 2:9 
 Thank you for the wonderful outpouring of love and support at the installation service for myself 
and the synod staff in October.  The service of installation was an inspiring celebration of our unity—
not just as Lutherans but with Christians of many traditions and people of other faiths.  The service also 
underscored the rich diversity of our synod, which strengthens our witness in the ethnically, racially, 
generationally and economically varied communities of Southeastern Pennsylvania. 
 We are truly a global church, and we are living into this reality in many way, including our 
growing support  of the diocese’s commitment to open the Sebastian Kolowa University College 
(SeKUCo), which brings much needed educational opportunities to the region, particularly in the area of 
preparing teachers for special-needs children. 
 Remember as we begin a new calendar year that we are a royal priesthood, a holy people, and 
that together, as 95,000 Lutherans in 172 congregations, we have a strong, clear, beautiful voice and 
witness to God’s mighty and amazing grace.                        http://www.ministrylink.org    
  
     With and in Christ,   
        ������
��
	�����������������
��
	�����������������
��
	�����������������
��
	����������� bishop����

St. Peter’s Belles will be performing at 
Meadowood Retirement Community  on 
Wednesday, January 24th at 7:00 pm in the 
Schultz Auditorium.  The public is invited to 
join the residents  and our own Charles and 
Lida Neiderheiser for this musical evening.  
Directions from the church is West on Sum-
neytown Pike (Main Street of North Wales) 
to Valley Forge Rd (rt. 363).  Left onto 
South Valley Forge Road. Right onto West 
Skippack Pike which is Rt. 73.  Meadowood 
is approximately 1 mile on the right.  Inside 
the entrance, turn right onto the perimeter 
road and follow it to the signs for  commu-
nity center. 

News from the Organ Restoration Project 
 
 Our 1904 Tracker Organ is in need of a complete 
restoration. In order to do that, St. Peter's must raise 
$100,000. We have raised $33,600. That means we still 
are in need of  almost $66,000.  
 
   "Adopt a Pipe".   
 (You do not have to send your adopted pipe to college!) 
 
 In all, our organ contains 579 pipes varying in 
lengths from 2’ to 16’. 
   Each pipe is available for adoption.  
 A 2' pipe is $100;  
  a 4' pipe is $250;  
   an 8' pipe is $500 and  
    a 16' pipe is $1,000. 
 
  If you are interested in adopting a pipe, please 
contact Liz Grebe at 215-699-5648 for more details.  
We have raised $4300 in pipe adoptions so far and 
thank everyone for their generosity 
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Altar Guild for January is Molly Kavash and Linda 
Hubler  

    BULLETIN 
     BOARD 
 
 
Deadline for the February 

issue of  Steeple Views is January 18th.  
Please submit your articles to the church 
office or  e-mail to Triesz@voicenet.com  
 
Please note:  all pictures for insertion in the 
newsletter MUST be in a digital format, either on 
a disk given to the office or a picture e-mailed to 

Terry Riesz.  Thank you! 
 
  Sunday, January 21st—Fellowship     
 Unlimited Planning Brunch at                     
Kolb’s  after 11 am liturgy 
 
   Wednesday, January 24th - Belles 
play at Meadowood at 7 pm 
 
  Sunday, January 28th—
Congregational luncheon and annual 

meeting at noon 
 
 
Please continue to leave non-perishable 
food and other items in the narthex hall-

way Katrina Relief Box Under the Coat Rack for 
desperate people along the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
The list of needed items are: 
 non-perishable food 
 blankets, bedding, pillows 
 towels 
 diapers and baby formula 
 first aid supplies 
 school supplies 
 cleaning supplies (detergent,  bleach, soap) 

 personal hygiene (shampoo, 
toothpaste,    lotion, etc.) 
 
Check your nametag folder at  each ser-
vice 

Prayerfully Consider It! 
 

 We only had 2  team members able to vol-
unteer for the Katrina trip in November because it 
was difficult for people to arrange their schedules to 
participate with only a few months notice. With this 
in mind, I ask you to prayerfully consider volun-
teering your time and talents for a Spring trip to 
Ocean Springs.  
 If you think you might be interested in 
working on a Katrina team in the spring, please let 
me know which of the dates below would be best 
for you.  
 If a semester break is a factor for the 
younger people, please let me know when that hap-
pens.  
My thinking for choosing the dates below:  

· I chose not to go before April because of the 
possibility of bad weather in Jan., Feb., and 
March here in Penna. - which could make it 
very difficult for a team to travel.  

· Also, April 1 is Palm Sunday and April 8 is 
Easter, so that week in April probably is out 
for most people. 

Dates (10 days) for your consideration (9 days 
would be minimum):  

· April 14 - 23 (or 22)  
· April 21- 30 (or 29)  
· April 28 - May 7 (or May 6) 

In interested, please respond to me A.S.A.P. 
with your first and second choices.  
Thanks.  
God Bless you.  
Joan Gauker      Ph# 215-412-7917 

Acolytes   please check the bulletin board in the 
hallway outside of the church office for your 
January schedules. 
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