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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Founded 1776 

 
211 South Main Street    North Wales, PA 19454 

Phone 215-699-4604                   
Website:  www.stpetersnorthwales.org 

 
Worship at 8:30 & 10:00 am 

Children’s SPARK (Sunday School) Program at 10:00 am 

 

PARISH STAFF 

 
 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 2019 

 
 

  

 

Rev. Andreas Wagner Pastor 

Kirsten Olson Music Director 

Jennifer Bodolus Director Family Faith Ministries 

Lisa Miller Administrative Assistant 

Liz Allen Handbell Director 

Rev. Jonathan Shin Korean Mission Developer 

Name Liaisons 
3 Year Term   

Expires January 

Charlene Bance President 2020 

Martha Heinze Vice President 2021 

Terry Riesz Secretary, Communications 2020 

John Ledder Finance, Endowment 2021 

George Wunder Music  2022 

Suzanne Shaffer Family Faith 2022 

Sharon Baker Social Ministry 2020 

Penny Gerace Adult Family Faith 2020 

Steve Wright  Property 2021  

Erik Nelson Stewardship 2021 

Anita Bailey Social Ministry/Advocacy/P.U.P. 2022 

 Open Position 2022 

Pastor Wagner S.P.O.T./Stephen Ministry   

2019 Outreach  
Emphasis 

Charlene Bance, Martha Heinze, 
John Ledder 

 

http://www.stpeters-elca-northwales-pa.org/
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Erik Nelson 
Terry Riesz 

Steve Wright Suzanne Shaffer 

George Wunder 

 

Anita Bailey Charlene bance 

Church Council Members 

Sharon Baker 

Penny Gerace 

John Ledder Martha Heinze 
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

243
rd

 Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 27, 2019 

 

Before the annual meeting, our new Minister of Music, Ed Bara spoke to the congregation of his  

welcoming transition to St. Peter’s in the last few weeks and of his vision for choral and instrumental 

music. 
 

Then Council President, Charlene Bance called the 243rd Annual Meeting to order at 11:20 AM. 
 

Bernie Heinze opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Bernie Heinze moved to accept the minutes from the last annual meeting of January 2018 and Erik 

Nelson seconded.  Approved. 
 

Staff Report: 

Judy Jones reported that our staff this year has been amazing with the music, increased attendance 

in SPARK, increased initiatives, and the welcoming office ambiance.  Each member of the staff 

works beyond their individual job descriptions and they are dynamic as a team.  A thank you was 

given to each staff member, applause and closed with a prayer. 

 

President’s Report: 

Charlene noted that celebrating our 243rd year of existence has impressed on her that our church is 

a living, breathing organism built of the myriad of volunteers who day in and day out keep our mis-

sion alive.  She updated last year’s “Ode to Volunteers” which  highlighted the many volunteer du-

ties, many of them behind the scenes.  She asked everyone present to applaud for themselves and 

for everyone present. 

 

Christian Education: 

Jenn Bodolus reported that this past year has been tremendous with the growth in SPARK and the 

Youth program.  She thanked all of the volunteers who assist with the programs.  Applause. 

 

Pastor’s Report: 

He gave a blanket thank you to all of the volunteers, so he wouldn’t inadvertently forget someone.  

Looking forward in 2019: 
 

1. There will be our 2
nd

 mission trip to Puerto Rico in June with 30-40 people (including possibly 10 

youth!) 

2. Update to our community outreach- (not as many new members in 2018).  Focus groups on how 

to better connect with our community  

3. Easter Vigil on the Saturday before Easter with Baptisms 

4. Monthly Jazz Vespers on the 1
st
 Sunday of the month in the evening.  Council approved this with 

an alternative funding option contingency. 
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Pastor Shin: 

He thanked for the support given to him and his congregation this past year.  He said that St. Pe-

ter’s is so different from his past congregation.  St. Peter’s is warm and welcoming, not focusing on 

numbers or money, but emphasis on faith and mission, truly brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Budget Review- John Ledder:  

John presented the balanced budget for 2019. 
 

It is balanced through three factors: income from giving, volunteers and attention to detail  

The general fund was $4,000 to the good at the end of 2018.  Council approved at their December 

council meeting to send $1,000 additional money toward Synod’s Benevolence Fund.  There is a 

3% salary increase for Pastor, Jenn and Lisa.  The increased spending in Communication was due 

to the development and implementation of the new web site.  Additional money was left in the Prop-

erty account for the prioritizing of maintenance projects being addressed by the new property com-

mittee.  Capital Reserve is ongoing with presently $18,000 in the account for any upcoming bills like 

a new roof, etc.  The Endowment fund has grown to $250,000.   
 

Bill Kesack moved to accept the budget as presented and Keith Bance seconded.  Approved 

 

Election of new council members: 

Charlene acknowledged the service on council from Peg McConnell, Paul Staudt, George Wunder 

and Vice President, Mike Quici.  George Wunder has volunteered for another 3 year term.  Char-

lene presented Steve Wright to fill the unexpired term left vacant from last year and Anita Bailey, 

Grace Yang and Suzanne Shaffer for their first three year terms. 

Linda Hubler moved to accept the new nominations and Erik Nelson seconded.  Approved. 

 

Additional comments: 

Dave Smith announced there was additional accounting information in the Narthex for those who 

were interested.    Lisa Miller thanked all of the office volunteers, especially her group of local vol-

unteers who faithfully collate and fold the bulletins every Friday. 

 

Keith Bance moved to adjourn the meeting and Bill Kesack seconded. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:00PM with The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Riesz, Council Secretary 
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244
th

 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

January 26,  2020 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our 244
th

 annual congregational meeting and celebration will be held in the 
church sanctuary, immediately following the 10:00 AM service on January 26

th
. 

We are counting on the presence and input of all our members.    
 

 
 Call to Order and Opening Prayer 

 Approval of Minutes:  243
rd 

 Annual Meeting, January 27, 2019 

 Staff and Volunteer Acknowledgments 

 St. Peter’s Overview and Plans 

 Finance Report & Adoption of 2020 Budget 

 Election of New Council Members 

 Other Business 

 Adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer 
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      “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.”    Romans 15:13 
 

December 2019 

       

Dear Members and Friends of St. Peter’s, 

 

 It is not easy being a church these days. In 2019 we saw two fellow Lutheran congregations 

in our conference close their doors following long periods of membership decline. We know of many 

other churches that are at risk. Society, if not hostile to the work and ministry of churches, is often 

enough quite indifferent. Weekend sports programs rule over religious education and as a result, 

young people’s affiliation to the church remains in many cases too shallow to have an impact on 

their life, values, and souls. I see it all the time. It’s a recipe for decline. I would not be surprised if 

the number of Lutheran churches in Southeastern PA is cut by another 20% in the next 25 years. 

And it’s not a “Lutheran” thing but something all churches are dealing with.  
 

 In that larger context, I am especially grateful and appreciative that St. Peter’s is a growing, 

thriving, and yes, “fun” community of faith. We have an active youth and children’s program with 

many activities throughout the year and growing participation. Our church attendance has notched 

up continuously over the last four years. The ministries that call this church their home are all pretty 

active, especially our Social Ministry and the Global Ministry teams, as well as Stephen Ministry. 

One of the highlights of last year was our trip with 28 volunteers to Puerto Rico. Even the build-up to 

that mission was special, featuring a collaboration with the local Iron Hill Brewery & Restaurant. 

They brewed a beer for Puerto Relief, which contributed several thousand dollars to the effort.  And 

again, for 2020 we are planning a number of big initiatives, staying true to our motto, “The little 

church that does BIG things” (see page 15). This is a church in motion, seeking to serve God and 

people.     
 

 The staff and the volunteers in every non-profit organization are absolutely crucial to the 

culture of the place. That is no different at St. Peter’s. I am grateful for a hardworking, caring staff 

that gives their “extra” every week. And I could not begin to acknowledge everyone involved in the 

workings of this church on a volunteer basis. We have fabulous volunteers. Some of them show up 

every week to do their parts, enabling us to fulfill our mission, often in quiet and effective ways.  
 

 It’s not easy being a church these days. Let us continue to build the house of God at St. 

Peter’s with wide-open hearts, new ideas and a confidence that is anchored in God and can resist 

the changing winds of society but also move forward and ground people in a faith that endures.   
   

May the Lord bless St. Peter’s, and may all of you be blessed! 

Pastor Andreas Wagner  
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Greetings and Message from Council President 
 

 As I think about 2019 at St. Peter’s, I continue to feel we are a community very blessed.  We have an 

incredible dedicated staff and even more importantly a membership that jumps in with ideas and supports our 

ministries and activities both financially and with their time and creative talents. That is what true stewardship 

is! You can read the reports in here about all that has happened over the last year.   
 

 During 2019, Council started a definite look toward the future.  We had members attend the Synod 

event presented by Tod Bolsinger who wrote Canoeing the Mountains, (a book we discussed as a Council) 

about how churches are in a new time and culture and can’t keep doing the same old things to promote new 

growth and spiritual development. We had our retreat with Dr. Angela Zimman from the Lutheran Seminary 

and a leadership session with Pastor Brad Burke from the Synod.  As a group we decided the first thing to do 

was to define our core values, the beliefs that drive our ministry. We did this with congregation involvement 

and came up with 5 core values (see below). And as the year ended, focus groups were held to discuss how 

we can extend outreach to the community and also better serve our membership. It is a challenging and 

exciting time as we look ahead at who we are as a church community and what we can become.  All in 

service to God.  Also, look for some new opportunities in 2020 including Caring for Creation, partnering with 

Interfaith Ministries, new global involvement and exciting educational opportunities.  
 

 Council is grateful for the leadership of Pastor Wagner and our staff and for the multitude of 

volunteers…many visible in their ministries but so many more doing what needs to be done behind the 

scenes. As I finish my term on Council I do so with optimism and a grateful heart to be part of this amazing 

community which continues to thrive as The Little Church that Does BIG Things!          

 

Blessings!  Charlene   

 

St. Peter’s Core Values  
 

As members of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church… 
 

1. We value and embrace service driven ministry and being “other-oriented” serving God by 
serving people both locally and globally.   

2. We value and strive for meaningful vibrant worship, enhanced with purposeful liturgy, powerful 
relevant messages, devout prayer, glorious music and participation by both clergy and lay 
ministers. 

3. We value spiritual growth for all generations defined by well thought-out programs available for 
all ages and strong support for families of all types. 

4. We value and commit to being an inclusive community promoting authentic, caring relationships 
with each other and our partners in ministry, always treating each other with respect.  

5. We value and commit to community hospitality, placing importance on being an integral part of 
our community by using both our building facility and our actions.  
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Confirmation First Holy Communion 

Baptism: Jaiden Myers 

New Members 

Easter Vigil 



10 

 

"You can give without loving.  

But you cannot love without giving." — Amy Carmichael 

9 
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5K Run for Laurel House 
Jim & Ruth Kelch 

Cemetery Clean-Up Crew 
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Annual Women’s Retreat 
Stephen Ministers 

100 Years North Wales Thrift Shop 



12 

 
Children &  Youth:    

A year of fun and faith.  



13 

 

"Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is 

one of the most magnificent and delightful presents God has given us. — Martin Luther 
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Membership 2019 

Funeral Services: 
Elfriede Heinze,  April 6   ** 

Eleanor Park, April 12 

Rev. Edward Neiderhiser, April 29 

Carl Magerl, Jr., June 14   ** 

Roy Jones, July 9 

 

 

Kurtis Tyson, August 17   ** 

Rev. Frederic Geehr, September 13 

Bruce Simons, Sr., October 23   ** 

Phyllis M. Talese,  November 9  ** 

Abel Knipe Shearer, Gravesite, October 29  ** 

 

New Members: 
Kathy and Tom Anglim 

Linda Baker and son Carson  

Ruth Donnelly  

William and Marian Feathers 

Sidnie Harris 

Cindy Le Blanc 

 

 

Doug Mahan  

Tricia Riordan & Mark Oellette with Nora & Patrick  

Jim and Renee Overholtzer 

John Rodowitz  

Sandie and Rich Schrader 

Jeff Streckfus and daughter Kyrstyn  

Rite of 
Baptism:  

Remington Charles, January 6 

Jaiden Myers, April 20 

Carson Hain, September 22 

Neil Berger, September 22 

First Holy  
Communion:   

Leo Arena 

Emily Clark 

Devin Mannon 

Lilian Turner 

Rite of  
Confirmation: 

Megan Flanagan  

Lars Homan  

Ellie Kroznuski  

Gwen Mannon 

Madi Mannon  

 

 

William Morrow  

Jackson Shaffer  

Lauren Trippetti  

Jessica Troxel  

++  via Washington Memorial Chapel, Valley Forge, PA             ** non-members 

Weddings: 
Joseph Milians & Debra Lowery, April 13   ++ 

Peter Withstandley & Stefanie Kanter, May 4    ** 

David Whelan & Michele Graham, May 11    ** 

Ian McEwing & Kate Kokinda, June 8   ++ 

 

 

Thomas Budine & Ericka Skrzat, July 6   ** 

Kevin DiGuilio & Jacquelin Lorandeau, Sept. 14  ++ 

Karl Stephan & Molly Bradely, October 4  ++ 

Joseph Smith & Mackenzie Lauro, October 11  ** 

Wedding Vow Renewals:  
Cindy and Anthony Tschepikiewski, November 19 (15 years)   ** 

Kimberly and Edward Langdon, November 24 (30 years)   ** 
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The Year Ahead: 2020 
 
 
 

 

An almost year-long introduction to our Ministries and Committees 

Do you sometimes feel that, although you have been a member of St. Peter’s for a while, you don’t 

know what’s going on in all these committees and ministries? And although we try to give you as 

much information as we can through announcements, newsletter articles, and the weekly email 

messages, you still don’t have the full picture…? Starting in February, we will run continuous 

presentations of those committees and ministries, the vital building blocks of our church. This is how 

it will work:  committees will be given two consecutives Sundays to present themselves with one 

Temple Talk, a two week-long table display in the foyer and the most important information included 

in the announcements and the weekly message for those two Sundays. 

 

A Night with the Mystics, March 22 

This is a big event that our Pastor has been planning with a small Interfaith Planning team for almost 

a year now. On that Sunday afternoon in March (4:00 pm), we invite you to join us at the historic 

Ambler Theater for a Night with the Mystics, with important spiritual texts and poems from around 

the world, including the likes of Meister Eckart, Rumi, Hafiz, local Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg, St. 

Hildegard von Bingen, and many others. The texts are paired with select musical pieces, featuring 

life performances from Cindy Le Blanc (flute), a girl’s ensemble under the direction of Paula Rivera, 

a young and talented violinist from Congregation Beth Or, as well as recorded music from such 

accomplished composers as Arvo Part and Gustav Holst, all carefully put together by our Director of 

Music, Kirsten Olson.  Admission is free.     

 

Archangel Cantata, May 17 

Please read more about this exciting upcoming musical production in the report from our Music 

Director, but mark your calendar already. Twenty years ago, the Archangel Cantata was written by a 

musically gifted member of our church who now lives in Texas, Christie Wood. For the anniversary, 

we will invite her back and stage this musical event with the help of our own music program and 

additional musicians and soloists. Enjoy!  

 

Stephen Ministry Training (January – May) 

After six years of faithful ministry, we are now training seven new Stephen ministers, including five 

men. This means that in the near future we will be able to match up male care receivers with 

Stephen Ministers. This ministry pairs caregivers and care receivers of the same gender only, and in 

the first three groups that were trained we were unable to recruit any male Stephen Ministers. So, 

this is a big step forward. We thank our Stephen Ministry Leaders, Laurie and Rebecca who also 

conduct most of the training!  
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Interfaith Housing Alliance Collaboration* (June) 

I am writing this with an asterisk*, because this initiative is currently explored by Brian 

Brenfleck and members of our Social Ministry Committee, but is not a sure thing yet. The 

idea is that we will join many other local churches in supporting the Interfaith Housing 

Alliance (IHA) to help homeless families in Montgomery County. Due to a lack of shelters 

and appropriate housing, the IHA has used a faith community support network for years 

now.  Area churches or synagogues house one or up to three homeless families for one 

month of the year. The families sleep at the church but have day-time programs and 

access to showers elsewhere. It could well be that, with the help of a “buddy 

congregation” (supplying volunteers), St. Peter’s will be a host for this program in the 

month of June (Christian Ed Building). Stay tuned!  

 

Puerto Rico Volunteers in Philadelphia (July) 

After sending teams to Puerto Rico for two summers in a row to help improve a community 

hit hard by the damages and devastations of Hurricane Maria, we have invited a group of 

volunteers from our partner church in Dorado to join us next summer for Philadelphia area 

service projects. The work projects will likely be concentrated around New Creation 

Lutheran Church in the Tioga section of the city. The week of volunteer work will take 

place July 20-24, and we are looking for folks in our church who can give a little bit of their 

time during that week (one day, two days, whatever you can) to join forces with the Dorado 

group. Projects will be set up by early Spring and we will keep you informed about the 

nature of the work. We are also looking for a few people in close proximity to the church 

who could house some of the volunteers for a full week. A big celebration service with our 

friends will take place on July 26.  

 

Farm Project in Cape Haitian 

Four years ago, in 2016, we fundraised for a 20-acre farm near Leogane in the south of 

Haiti.  Since 2017 this farm has produced many harvests of crops, feeding a Christian 

community organization consisting of more than 300 people that collectively owns the land. 

In addition to providing food for the families, the harvests have enabled the group to raise 

money by selling excess produce and contribute food to local orphanages. In 2020, our 

Global Ministry Team will lead a similar effort. This time we are going to the north of this 

destitute island nation to support a farm project that is directly connected to a school/

orphanage. Our support will help the Marie Porte du Ciel orphanage in Madeline, near 

Cape Haitian. This project will introduce a dairy and meat farm operation onto their 

campus. Once again we are collaborating with Food for the Poor on this project. Expect 

more information early in the year!   
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St. Peter’s Green Team 

During Lent this past year we emphasized environmentally healthy lifestyles and prayers for 

creation. We never got around to formalizing this effort as we had envisioned. Charlene Bance is 

planning to lead this effort in the new year. Good stewardship of the earth is one of the biggest 

challenges of our time, and there are so many meaningful small changes we can make, and also 

some big ones. We thank Charlene for taking on this important issue. You will hear more about it 

early in the year. 
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                Our Committees and Ministries 

      In 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Faith Formation Committee 
Thank you Anita Bailey, Penny Gerace, Linda and Bill Hubler, Jamie Nouri, Trisha Riordan, Amy Smith, Rob 

Strauss, Pastor Andreas Wagner (chair vacant) 
 

We look back on a year with a good variety of adult education opportunities. We offered two Bible 

Study series in the Spring and a spiritual book study in the Fall (Marcus Borg).  Those mini-series 

take place on Thursday mornings and are attended by a group of retirees. Our Adult Forum themes 

ranged from “Caring for Creation” to the meaning and importance of lamentation, historical sessions 

about the origins of the Bible and the famous Dead Sea Scrolls (Rob Strauss), a spiritual poetry 

workshop led by guest presenter Cathleen Cohen (Poet Laureate of Montgomery County), as well 

as sessions about the meaning of holiness and the paschal mystery in the midst of our lives. We 

offered a Prayer Breakfast in February and welcomed Tricia Riordan as a new member to our 

group. Please join us sometimes on Sunday mornings or for one of the Friday night BASIC 

(Brothers and Sisters in Christ) sessions. Our women (Charlene B., Judy J., Terry R.) conducted 

another wonderful Women’s Retreat in October. It’s worth digging deeper into the treasures of a 

faith-filled life. Please don’t hesitate to share with us your suggestions!     

 

Communications 

Thank you Ted Riesz, Mary Ann Landmesser, Mike Cipriano, Brian Brenfleck, Jennifer Bodolus, Bernie 
Heinze, George Wunder, Terry Riesz (chair)  
 

Communications remains a very active group with all of the special events, such as camps, 

Oktoberfest, special music programs and the surprising weekly activities needing advertising in-

house and in the community. To cover our social media presence, Jennifer Bodolus posts weekly on 

St. Peter's Facebook page, while Bernie Heinze posts on Twitter.  Mary Ann and Lisa Miller work 

together to maintain our website.  Ted maintains all of the computers, network infrastructures, and 

emails. His contact is support@stpetersnorthwales.org.  Brian maintains the audio/visual needs of 

the congregation.  George maintains the on-line directory. His contact  is 

directory@stpetersnorthwales.org. Mike updates the announcement board in front of the church 

every Monday. Terry supplies The Reporter and communication committee with weekly news 

blurbs.  

A huge thank you to Lisa Miller! She coordinates, assists, and prepares our communication on all 

levels; website and on-line calendar, bulletins and weekly events, PowerPoints for narthex and 

worship services, Steepleviews, sign-up sheets and posters for events, advertising for camps, 

mailto:support@stpetersnorthwales.org
mailto:directory@stpetersnorthwales.org
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coordination of the attendance, and updates Church Windows database.                                                                                                                               

And a thank you to the faithful crew who collated, folded, stapled, and mailed the weekly bulletin and 

the newsletter all these past years.  With the addition of a new enhanced copier we were finally able 

to give our faithful volunteers a rest. 

 

Deacons  
 

Our deacons are involved in two areas: as worship assistants and as visitation and communion 

deacons for the elderly and homebound. Some of our deacons are engaged in both parts of the 

ministry; some are dedicated to just one area of ministry.  With much gratitude for all their help and 

care, our deacons are: 
 

      Dual Worship Assistant and Visitation Deacons 

Brooke Alderfer: Ellie Park, deceased in 2019; Joseph Murray  

Maryann Landmesser: Laura Halpen, deceased in December 2019 

John MacInnes: David Greger 

Peg McConnell: Margaret Eisenhower, Joyce Chaffee, Marjorie Wampole (w/Pastor Wagner) 

Judy Jones: Herb Kavach 

Terry Riesz: Charles Neiderhiser, Gail Parker  
 

Additional Visitation Deacons: 

Cindy Hoagey: Florence Ulrich  
 

Worship Assistants: 

Sharon Baker 

Brian Brenfleck 

Bethany Coover  

Martha Heinze 

Erik Nelson 

Eve Phelps 

Judy Coates; retired in 2019  

 

Family Faith Formation 
Thank you James, Lisa, and Anne-Belle Miller, Gretchen Flanagan, Darin Gross, Suzanne Shaffer, Karin 

Clark, Bethany Coover, Crystal Arena 
 

We have been busy here in the family ministries of St. Peters this past year! It is always wonderful to 

see all of the children’s faces each Sunday morning to worship and learn about God’s love.   
 

Nursery: Our nursery for infants and toddlers is staffed during the 10:00 AM service each 

week by Belle Miller. She is studying psychology at Chestnut Hill College and has extensive 

experience working with children and youth on the autistic spectrum. She has been with us for the 

last 2 years. She is a blessing! 
 

SPARK: Our SPARK Sunday School program continued to grow this year adding more 
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children to our classrooms! What a wonderful thing! Our loving teachers, Mrs. Darin Gross, 

Gretchen Flanagan, and Suzanne Shaffer teach the same adult lessons followed in the services 

(lectionary) so families can discuss the word of God at home. I would also like to thank, Crystal 

Arena, Karin Clark, and Bethany Coover for teaching when needed. We appreciate you! 

 

Youth Group: Our Youth Group gathers on the 1
st
 and 3

rd 
Sundays at 10:00 AM.  Our youth 

meet to discuss important issues in their lives and explore their Lutheran faith together. Sessions 

may include games, art, music, snacks, or just being together. The group is led by James and 

Lisa Miller. You will also often see our youth helping in worship, SPARK, or volunteering for one of 

our many events within the community. This past year 11 youth traveled on a week-long adventure 

to Puerto Rico to help restore homes that were damaged by the hurricane.  The youth were also 

able to meet nightly with the teens of our sister Puerto Rican Lutheran church to explore faith and 

share cultures together. In 2020, we will be working together once again right here in the 

Philadelphia area to restore and clean up local properties. 
 

Youth Council: New this year is our Youth Council that meets once per month. The council 

meets to schedule, plan, and successfully execute youth and social events, fundraising activities, 

service projects, and trips. Council members gain valuable leadership skills and also work with 

younger students, teaching and helping to guide them in their faith journeys.  Youth Council 

members: Lauren Trippetti, Zack Bodolus, Megan Flanagan, and Krystyn Streckfus.  
 

Confirmation: Our Confirmation group meets each week in the parlor from 6:30 PM to 8:00 

PM. The 2
nd

 year student’s will graduate in April with special presentations during worship services. 
 

Vacation Bible School: We had 52 children from our church and around our community race 

around the world with us as we explore all about God and the great human race, that we are all one 

in his love with the INCREDIBLE RACE!  
 

Family Ministry Activity Highlights: Our family ministry was very busy this year with  

activities such as ice skating, family bowling, youth retreat to Bear Creek, intergenerational bingo, 

youth car wash, the annual Easter breakfast and egg hunt, trips to Dorney and Dutch Springs 

Parks, summer swim party and picnic, VBS, Oktoberfest, Christmas decorating and caroling, and 

the mission trip to Puerto Rico. 
 

Thank you to the many people who volunteer their time and talent to the Christian Education 

programs of the church.  We truly could not do this without you!  Thank you to the congregation for 

continuing to be a support for our young people. You truly provide an open, wonderfully supportive 

church home in which our youth can learn and grow in their Christian faith. 

 

Finance Committee 

Thank you Charlene Bance, David Smith, Brooke Alderfer, Bill Gutsche, Martha Heinze, John Ledder (chair)  
 

The committee lost our friend Roy Jones in 2019. Roy brought experience and wisdom as well as a 

cheerful attitude. He will be missed.  
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The committee meets roughly every other month with special meetings added as needed.  We 

analyze income and expenses, make recommendations for spending, address financial concerns 

and develop the annual budget.  For 2019, we again set a goal of balancing the budget and thanks 

to your generous giving, we succeeded!  The total annual budget is around $300,000 and we’ll finish 

the year with several thousand dollars more than we started with. The income from Maintenance 

Fund exceeded expenses, however some maintenance was deferred to 2020. The Capital Reserve 

Fund which is designed to prevent the need to borrow in the future is growing and it is expected to 

be used in 2020 to address electrical wiring issues.  
 

The proposed 2020 budget is again balanced, meaning that the planned expenses equal the 

planned income. We were able to propose increases to the staff salaries. 2019 was a positive year 

for investments and the Endowment Account balance was up significantly from last year. 
 

The committee would like to thank the dedicated group of counters who show up each week to count 

and deposit the offering: Terry Riesz, Linda and Bill Hubler, Ray Whitner, George Uhl, and Jim Kelch 

(retired).  

 
Oktoberfest 
Thank you team members Liz Allen, Tim Caum, Dotti de Stefano, Mark Ferrence, Jason Gutekunst, Cindy 

Heist, Andrew Hill, Katie Kratz, John and Jenni MacInnes, Jennifer and Doug Mahan, Bill and Pam 

Paraskewik, Jeffrey Streckfus, Eileen and Steve Wright (Pastor Wagner chair) 
 

The Oktoberfest 2019 (September 28) was a success once again, thanks to the collaboration of 

good weather, the hard work of our team members and the invaluable contributions of all 100 or so 

volunteers that get involved in the activities of the day. New this year was the addition of a special 

event volunteer coordinator (Liz Allen), which significantly improved planning and execution. We 

also added more fun adult games. Most of the staples of the day (Food and Drink; Silent Auction; 

Home Brew; Kid’z Zone; Music and Entertainment) have been honed over the years and are running 

smoothly. This year we raised approximately $9,500 in net proceeds that support our church.  

Special thanks are in order for sub-committee chairs, Bill Paraskewik (Food Operations and Main 

Event), Jenn MacInnes and Jenn Mahan (Silent Auction), Andrew Hill (Home Brew), Jason 

Gutekunst (Advertisement), and Jenn Bodolus (Kid’z Zone).  We had a blast! 

 
Property 
Thank you Keith Bance, Mike and Linda Cipriano, Bill and Linda Hubler, Bill Johnson, Bill Kesack, Cathy 
Simcox, Dave Smith, Bob Coates, Scott Hoagie, Bill Kane, James Miller, Paul Staudt (chair) 
 

2019 Project Summary  

 5 Projects Completed; 3 In-Progress; 20 Total Projects 
 

Projects Completed  

 Detailed review of Walton’s contract and services (heating and cooling)   

 Repair cemetery soil. 
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 Repair rotting windows and frames of sanctuary and education building. 

 Construct /install a platform for ladder access behind the stained glass. Material donated 

by Scott H. 

 Pocket doors into the Sanctuary would not open. Repaired and stoppers installed to 

prevent recurrence. 
 

Two new Property Committee Associate Members: 

 Dave Smith: “Thermostat Tsar” – Dave is going to update/standardize all of St. Peter’s 

thermostats to ensure optimal efficiency 

 Bill Kane: “Keeper of the Keys” – Bill is going to track and issue keys for official St. 

Peter’s usage 
 

Need 2020 Committee Chairperson 

 Looking for a volunteer to Lead the Property Committee for 2020 

 Council Property Liaison position will become interim. Paul is respectfully stepping down 

due to work and family commitments.  He would like to continue to support the Property 

Team as a Project Leader. 

 

Social Ministry 
Thank you Mark Baker, Sharon Baker, Bill and Linda Hubler, Joy Jacobson, Brian Brenfleck, Anita Bailey,  

Steve and Eileen Wright, Robin Alderfer (chair) 
 

Gandhi said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”  We here at St. Peter’s have been 

busy doing that in 2019. We started several new projects while maintaining our old ones. 
 

 911 pounds of food was donated to Manna this year. (This was slightly down 

from last year because we changed the timing of our main food drive from  

Thanksgiving to Spring at the request of Manna on Main Street).  

 We collect over $5,000 in change for the Good Gifts program.  This figure was up 

because we did Spring and Fall coin collections.  We were able to donate 6 farms, a fruit 

tree nursery, 2 weeks of community health care, 2 community fish farms, 2 honey bees, 

and 3 roosters in 2019. 

 We continued our support of Silver Spring Martin Luther School.  We participated in two 

Pie Days. We had an Undy Sunday collection of new socks and underwear for the 

children living in the residential program there. Christmas gifts were donated for ten 

children. 

 The Mother’s Day blanket and Father’s Day service project donations continued, as well 

as, donations for Easter flowers and poinsettias at Christmas with the funds being 

distributed to local charities as needed.  

 Once again we participated in the North Penn School District Build-A-Bag program where 

we collected school supplies and backpacks for local students.   
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 St. Peter’s participated in the North Wales Day of Service again with our friends at St. Rosa 

Lima again.  Many projects were done to improve the lives of neighbors in North Wales. 

 The Laurel House (Nehemiah’s Way) Porch Painting project was completed and we 

participated in the 5K Dash to raise money and awareness of domestic violence in our 

community. 

 Caring Chefs cooked over 100 meals for people in our church that could not prepare meals 

for themselves. 

Social Ministry started new projects this year: 
 

 Earth Day of Service helped clean up St. Peter’s cemetery.   

 The Little Free Lending Library is up and serving the community at the corner of East 

Montgomery and Main Streets.  

 New Creation Lutheran Church in the Tioga section of Philadelphia is a new partnership 

started this year. They also participated in our fundraising for the Puerto Rico mission trip.   

 We have been helping them by collecting blankets sleeping bags and men’s clothing 

that they then deliver to the homeless in their community.  

 We have an ongoing work project in the parsonage where we have been able to put 

some of our member’s expertise to work. 

Lastly, during 2019, members of the Social Ministry team have been learning about the Interfaith 

Hospitality Network that is operated by the Inter-Faith Housing Alliance of Ambler. Interfaith Housing 

Alliance's mission is to help families in Montgomery County overcome homelessness. The Interfaith 

Network is one component of their program. Through IHN, congregations of various faiths and 

denominations provide emergency shelter within their church facilities for one month for families 

receiving IHA services. Volunteers from these congregations and "buddy" congregations provide 

transportation, an evening meal and stay overnight with the families who are in the program. This 

past summer, Social Ministry team members served as "buddy" volunteers with our Quaker 

neighbors at Gwynedd Friends Meeting which has been a host congregation for over 20 years. 

Our Social Ministry team sees the Interfaith Hospitality Network as a great opportunity for St. Peter's 

to provide caring support to some of our neighbors right here in Montgomery County when they 

need it most. We continue to discern St. Peter's potential role in this ministry and plan to share more 

with the congregation in the weeks and months ahead! 
 

Thank you St. Peters, for making Social Ministry at our church living and growing ministry in our 

congregation.  
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S.P.O.T. - St. Peter’s Global Outreach Team 
Thank you: Lisa Miller, Jean Prindle, Rebecca Schell, Martha Heinze, Bernie Heinze and Pastor Wagner (co-

chair) 
 

The team’s goal for the past year was what it has been since SPOT was first chartered and that is, 

as is said in 2 Thessalonians 3: “do not be weary of doing what is good.” In 2019 we did some more 

of the “good” things by using each of our individual gifts and reaching out to serve those who need 

help the most. By being “other oriented,” our focus was also to finish what we started in the village 

of Dorado, Puerto Rico in 2018 by repairing, sealing roofs, repainting, and renovating seven homes 

of parishioners of our partner church, Iglesia Evangélica Luterana Ascensión, still damaged by 

Hurricane Maria. Twenty-eight volunteers, including eleven youth, participated in the week-long 

activities. This effort could not have been successful without major contributions by a number of 

other people, including Liz Allen and Peg Mc Connell (fundraiser dinner in March), as well as Jenn 

Bodolus and James Miller (youth involvement). A truly special addition to our fundraising efforts this 

year came through the collaboration of Iron Hill Brewery & Restaurant. The “Mi Amigo” special brew 

alone raised around $2,000. In total we raised around $15,000, covering all material costs in Puerto 

Rico and directly donating $6,500 to the reconstruction of the home of Mayra Salgado, a member of 

our partner church, the Iglesia Luterana Ascencion in Dorado. Her house was totally destroyed by 

Hurricane Maria. Next year we are planning more diverse activities (see “Year Ahead”) and we are 

looking for one or two new team members who care about the needs in the wider world. In the 

meantime, we thank all the members of St. Peter’s church family for your prayers, donations, and 

efforts in allowing us to continue being The little Church that does BIG things. 

 

Staff Support Team 
Thank you Judy Jones, Dottie DeStefano 
 

For the seventh consecutive year, Judy Jones and Dottie DeStefano have served as our Staff 

Support Committee. They ensure that all staff members receive necessary support, fair assessment 

and reasonable growth objectives that are aligned with the church’s growth goals. Staff reviews 

were held at year-end (October 2019). 

 

Stewardship  
Thank you Pastor Wagner, Peg McConnell, Sharon Skrzat, Maryann Gerhart, Erik Nelson (chair) 
 

This year our Stewardship theme was “From the Heart.” This was tied to the five Core Values that 

Council adopted this year. As was done the previous year the stewardship program consisted of 

three Temple talks and three email Meditations focusing on the Stewardship theme. The five Core 

Values of St. Peter’s were nicely framed and displayed on the Art Wall during the entire Stewardship 

program. Most importantly the committee decided to have a major display in the center of the 

Narthex consisting of a red-clothed table and a heart-shaped pledge box for parishioners to deposit 

their pledge cards. We also displayed the 5 Core Values until the end of the Stewardship drive. 
 

Our goal was again 100 returned pledges and the congregation responded with112 pledges. The 
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Stewardship Committee thanks all who returned their cards and made this year’s program an 

overwhelming success. The receipt of the pledge cards is designed to help the Budget Committee 

prepare the budget for 2020 in this important process each year. 

 

Stephen Ministry 
Thank you Meg Matlack, Diane Zenker, Nancy Simons, Diana Blum, Sharon Skrzat, Rebecca Ledder and 

Laurie Kane (co-chair) 
 

Stephen Ministry continues to be a very dynamic and vibrant ministry. In addition to our stated 

mission of  providing Christian care to those in need of support, the ministry has been busy with 

other projects. In March of this past year, St. Peter’s Stephen Ministry, in partnership with the main 

office  of the national Stephen Ministry organization, held an informational workshop. It was very 

well attended with more than 70 participants. Congregations from near and far came together in 

Fellowship Hall to learn the purpose and the healing power of this ministry. All of our current 

ministers helped plan, organize, and host this event. It was a tremendous success and our 

congregation received special kudos from the presenters for hosting an extremely well organized 

information session. A very special thank you to Bill Kane for acting as chauffeur for our presenters 

as well as to Brian Brenfleck and John Ledder for their time and technical assistance.  
 

The ministry has recently finished the recruitment phase of its training program. In January 2020 the 

ministry leaders will begin training the fourth cohort of new ministers. These ministers are sorely 

needed  and we are excited to have them join the Stephen Ministry. Please keep them in your 

prayers as they undergo the 50 hours of training and self-discernment that, with God’s grace, will 

ultimately make them comfortable and confident in their role as care providers.  
 

The current roster continues to provide listening support to those in need and attend regular peer 

group supervision meetings scheduled on the third Monday of every month.  

 
Thrift Shop 
Thank you Lois Kesack, Ginny Benner, Amy Gillan, Peg McConnell, Inge Coleman, Judy Coates, Kay 
Mulhall, JoAnn Rittenhouse (chair) 
 
The Thrift Shop had an excellent 2019 with $21,616.43 of income, allowing for charitable 

contributions of $22,700.  The are many volunteers who offer their time and talent.  We added two 

new volunteers this year and more are welcome.  We thank them all for their dedicated efforts in 

supporting this ministry. 
 

Receipts for 2019 were $21,616 

Charitable contributions and expenses for 2019 were $23,316 as follows: 
 

 Nehemiah’s Way     $9,800 

 Silver Springs     $4,300 

 Ken Crest      $4,300 

 Manna on Main Street     $4,300 

 Supplies           $20 
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 Volunteers Appreciation Luncheon     $596  

 The checkbook had a balance of $2,478 at the beginning of 2019 and now stands at $778. 
 

Excess clothing and household items were donated to and picked up by the Salvation Army and we 

thank them. Cradles to Crayons and the North Wales Elementary PTA have also been recipients of 

clothing overage. The Thrift Shop ‘s Total Contributions since it’s inception in 1994 through 2019 

(with no data for the first 3 years of 1994,1995, and 1996) is $363,210.  This is a remarkable 

accomplishment by volunteers operating only 11 hours per week from September to June.  None of 

these accomplishments would be possible without our high quality donations, allowing for a 

reputation that is widely shared. 
 

A detailed financial report is available upon request. 

 
Worship and Music  
Kirsten Olson Director of Music 
 

At the end of August, Ed Bara resigned as Music Director of St. Peter’s after working for eight 

months.  A few days later, I took his place as Director of Music Ministries at St. Peter’s. It was a 

challenging start, since most church musicians spend the summer planning for the next year.  I had 

only a few days to plan the music and rehearsals for Rally Day and beyond. Luckily, I’ve had this job 

before, from 1987 – 2000.  I found many familiar faces, as well as new faces and vibrant young 

families that are eager to share their musical talents with the congregation. 
 

Thanks to Liz Allen, my “semi-retired” partner, who not only continues to direct the bell choirs, but 

who has shared much information about the job, musical and otherwise.  Thanks to the members of 

St. Peter’s Choir for their trust in me, and their willingness to try new musical ideas.  Thanks also to 

the soloists, SPARK children, and instrumentalists who add so much to worship services….all to the 

Glory of God. 
 

Goals for 2020 include a 25
th
 anniversary performance of a cantata written exclusively for St. 

Peter’s, to be performed on May 17.  Archangel Cantata, composed by Christie Wood, features 

choir, handbells, woodwinds, brass, organ, piano, and percussion instruments played by the 

congregation.   
 

Also, there is a great need for a better piano in the Sanctuary. The pedals are broken, the piano 

won’t hold a tuning because the tuning pins are loose, and the action is worn. The piano in the 

Fellowship Hall is no better; in fact, it is worse than the Sanctuary piano, because it won’t hold a 

tuning at all.  Supposedly, there are a couple pianos available from the Synod, but the process to 

acquire one is terribly slow.  If anyone knows where there is a decent piano for a bargain, please let 

me know. 
 

I am truly honored to be “back” at St. Peter’s working as the Director of Music Ministries, and playing 

the1903 Durner tracker organ.  
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 Annual Report of the Korean  Ministry at St. Peter’s 

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
 

Pastor Shin serves the Korean-speaking part of our congregation. They meet every Sunday for 

worship in the Christian Education Gathering Room and join us on every last Sunday of the month 

at the 10:00 AM service.    
 

Thank God for all the support and caring from all our brothers and sisters.  Pastor Shin celebrated 

his 25th ordination anniversary in 2019.  The congregation remains small but faithfully attends 

weekly. We pray that new members will continue to join our services and that the old members will 

return after their rest. 
 

In Christ, Pr. Jonathan Shin  
 

Korean Ministry at St. Peter’s:  
Register member = 32 

Active member = 15 

Remove member = 10 

Sunday average attending = 13 
 

Meetings: 

Sunday worship: Sunday 10:00 AM 

Church Leader's meeting: 1/month every 2nd Sunday 

Citizenship class (for naturalization interview): every Thursday 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
 

Events:  

Summer Picnic = 1/yr. 

Thanksgiving party = 1/yr. 

Church member's birthday party: each month 

Basic Theological Study: 3/yr. 
 

Sunday collection: $35,776 
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St. Peter’s Proposed Budget 2020 

We are pleased to present to you the proposed 2020 St. Peter's budget that was developed by our 

finance team and approved last evening by our Church Council.  It is a balanced budget for our 4th 

year in a row.    
 

Please review it and if you have any questions you can follow up with any Council or Finance team 

member OR you are invited to attend the January Council meeting on Monday January 13th at 7 

PM.   Since the budget will be presented to the congregation for approval at the annual meeting the 

end of January we would like to get any of your questions resolved prior to that meeting.  
 

A few notes on the budget: 

Income is based on pledges and estimates of giving.  
 

Expenses  

 We were able to give 3% raises to our staff.  The Director of Music position which has only 

been filled 1/3 of the 2019 year is receiving 1%.   

 Most other areas are based on either requests received or run rates with any known 

adjustments. 

 We have combined the salary for Christian Education Director and Family Faith Director onto 

one salary line.  We have also combined the  expenses related to Family Faith Formation and 

Youth onto one line.    

 There are also some ministry budget lines where there are funds also that offer additional 

monies to that ministry such as Pastor's Discretionary Fund and Music.  

 

 

See next page for the budget details. 
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