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Steeple Views

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICES

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear congregation,
Newsletter
Date
Our stewardship team found and liked the quote below. I was
unable
to
1, Issue
1
discover much about the author. He is a self-help writer fromVolume
the Bronx
and
more of his quotes can be found on the Internet - many of them profound but not too much about the author himself. It does not matter. What matters
to me is the spiritual truth of this quote at a time when we face adversity and
when it’s still difficult (but important!) to move forward.

In our church we have dealt with the reality of the lingering pandemic as well
as anyone; in some ways we have not slowed down and have evolved and

“The answer to every adversity lies in
courageously moving forward with faith.”
- Edmond Mbiaka

grown, while other parts of ministry have suffered. Let me give you an example… Lutherans generally (yes, I am generalizing here!) don’t have the reputation of deep spirituality. I am not basing this on anecdotal evidence, my
own impressions or hearsay, but on surveys and congregational assessments that came to my attention. Lutherans typically score high on hands-on
things like service and social ministry, helping others, but are less sure about
their own faith and spiritual identity. With that in mind, I began my daily messages in March of 2020 with shared reflections on scripture and life. I know
that many of you read them, some daily and some occasionally, and it is my
hope that these reflections help you grow in your spiritual understanding and
identity as a Christian. Our Devotional Book Project, also started in the spring
of 2020, has produced about 150 spiritual devotions to date. It goes in the
same direction: a deeper understanding of Scripture - very Lutheran actually!
And: our social ministries continue to flourish under a very active leadership
team; the Stephen Ministry reaches people at difficult times in their lives,
pandemic or not; our Music Ministry produced outstanding recordings.
What has suffered during Covid-time? Definitely, it’s harder, much harder, to
reach children and youth adequately. And it’s ironic, isn’t it? The generation
“screen” is “screened out.” They need personal attention and interaction,
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CORE VALUES
As members of St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church we value and embrace service
driven ministry and being “otheroriented” serving God by serving people both locally and globally.
As members of St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church we value and strive for meaningful vibrant worship, enhanced with
purposeful liturgy, powerful relevant
messages, devout prayer, glorious
music and participation by both clergy
and lay “ministers”.
As members of St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church we value spiritual growth for all
generations defined by well thought
out programs available for all ages and
strong support for families of all types.
As members of St. Peter’s we value
and commit to being an inclusive
community promoting authentic caring
relationships with each other and our
partners in ministry, always treating
each other with respect.
As members of St. Peter’s we value
and commit to community hospitality,
placing importance on being an integral part of our community by using
both our building facility and our actions.
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whether in school or in church. But that has proven all the more challenging since children under the age of 12 still can’t get a vaccination, not yet at least. I can tell you that
our Director of Family Faith Formation continues to look for ways to engage youth and
children as much as possible and our Spark Program is open again as of September
of this year. For much of 2020, she produced a fabulous series of recorded Children’s
Sermons. Finally, moving forward will also mean to overcome our fear of Covid 19. It
means being careful, yes, but not being scared into paralyzed inactivity.
And so, toward the end of another adventurous, highly unusual year, I ask you to
please be so kind and support your church in 2022. You have amazed us with your
steadfast support throughout this pandemic. To be honest, sometimes I am worried
that we will suffer a collapse of giving after so many difficult months, but then you
have proven to be incredibly faithful at every turn. God has been good to us. Please
review the information about stewardship for 2022 and make a pledge for 2022, either on the enclosed card or online and return it by Reformation Sunday, October 31
so that we together can continue to be a strong and thriving church.
Pastor Andreas Wagner for the Stewardship Team
Maryann Gerhart, Steve Frescatore

Articles for Steeple Views should be
submitted to the office or
Steepleviews@stpetersnorthwales.org

It is the Mission of
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
to invite all people to
know, live, and share
Jesus Christ

8:30 am in the Sanctuary
9:30 am Zoom Service
10:30 am in the Sanctuary with
- Spark Sunday School
2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays of the month
- Youth Group
1st Sunday of the month
Until further notice MASKS must be worn at all indoor services.
COVID Safety Guidelines will be followed as appropriate.
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Letter from the Stewardship Team
Dear Congregation,
The Fall season is upon us and you know what that means? It is time to think Stewardship! The St. Peter’s Finance
Committee is starting to work on the 2022 budget and the pledges from our congregation for 2022 are the foundation of
the budget process. We ask you to prayerfully consider what you can pledge to St. Peter’s for 2022.
Your giving to St. Peter’s over this past year, which has been steadfast and strong, has kept St. Peter’s moving forward.
Through your strong giving to St. Peter’s we have been able to continue to do so much. Through your generous giving
we have been able to keep up with salaries for our amazing staff, keep our many important ministries going, complete
ongoing upkeep and required maintenance of the church, and make improvements to our technology so that we are able
to not just stay connected as a congregation but also to reach people in distant places. As you think about your pledge
to St. Peter’s for 2022, we ask, how can you best support our church moving forward?
We are offering a paper pledge card and also an online pledge card option again this year. Enclosed in this newsletter
is a paper pledge card (on the back of this page—tear out) that you can complete and mail to the church or drop in the
pledge card box outside of the sanctuary. An online pledge card option is also available through Pastor’s emails and
also on our church website.
We ask that you complete your pledge card by October 31st. We thank you so much for your ongoing support for St. Peter’s. We are still putting together a plan for Celebration Sunday, November 14th. Stay tuned!
Always Grateful,
The Stewardship Committee: Maryann Gerhart, Steve Frescatore
With input from Pastor Wagner and Rebeca Ledder.
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Return the Pledge Card
Below To:
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
211 S. Main Street
North Wales, PA 19454

Or use the on-line link found on our website:
www.stpetersnorthwales.org

“Moving Forward” Pledge Card 2022
O

$10 per week

“Take the First Step”

O

$25 per week

“Walk”

O

$50 per week

“Run”

O

$100 per week

“Fly”

O

______ per week/ ______ per month “Keep Moving”

Simply giving: Yes

No

Interested in the program

Name: _____________________________________________
Envelope # ______________
Non-Members, please provide Email and/or a Phone #:
__________________________________________________
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Simply Giving: Who What When How Why!
There are two ways to set up an automatic, recurring donation to St. Peter’s.
Option One: Simply Giving
Who: David Smith can assist you with enrolling in a Simply Giving plan.
He can be reached at
j_davidsmith@comcasat.net. He is a great resource if you have ANY questions at all. He has all the answers!
What: Simply Giving is just that, an automatic and recurring way to give your offering to St. Peter’s. You can set up
Simply Giving to have your donation come straight from your checking or saving account to be deposited directly into St.
Peter’s donation account.
When: You can set up the recurring donation transfer for any time period; weekly, bi -weekly, monthly – whatever
works for you. And, it’s easy to modify if your giving needs change ever change!!!
How: David is available by phone or email. He will collect your donation amount, timing of when you want to
schedule your recurring donation, and your account information. He will keep a written record of the Simply Giving transactions which remains strictly confidential.
Why: No more writing checks, no more mailing envelopes, no more need for cash! It ’s that Simple!

Option Two: On-Line Donation
Recognize the red box pictured below? It is always included in Pastor’s emails (at the very bottom). Just click on the
Make a Donation link to get started:

You can also find a donation link on our church website, https://www.stpetersnorthwales.org/
Just look for Calendar of Events and it is listed right there:

Remember if you have any questions, please reach out to David Smith and he can help you navigate this process.
Are you currently using this program and want to re-assess or increase your current donation? David can help with that
as well. It is simple to make modifications at anytime during the year should your giving needs change.
With Many Heartfelt Thanks!
Stewardship Committee

5

PARISH RECORDS:
Baptisms:


On Rally Day, September 12, Adley Detweiler was washed in the sacred waters of Holy Baptism. She is the
daughter of Jesse and Lauren Detweiler.



Fox Kane will receive his Baptism on Sunday, October 10. He is the grandson of Laurie and Bill Kane.



Greyson Mudge will be baptized on Saturday, November 20. He is the son of Kalean Duffy and Kyle Mudge.

First Holy Communion:
Seven young children received their First Holy Communion on September 26th at a special noon service for family
and friends after a very busy Oktoberfest weekend. Some of the children had to wait a year to celebrate their First
Communion as COVID postponed last years celebration. Congratulations to: Vienna Alunni, Nathan Browne, Dominic DeStefano, Ananda Jones, Nora Ouellette, Lily Shaffer, and Phoenix Woods.

Wedding:


November 20: Elizabeth Sand and Steven Fitzgerald, 10:30 am

Funerals & Memorial Services:
Pastor Amy C. Smith,
July 13, 1951 – July 26, 2021
On September 18, we bid farewell to Pastor Amy
Smith who died on August 26 after a long battle with
glioblastoma. Pastor Amy served as pastor in the
United Methodist Church for about 40 years and in
nine different parishes. A graduate from the Dayton
Methodist Seminary, she was one of the pioneers of
women in UMC pulpits and served her church on a
number of committees and commissions. In retirement she became an associate member of St. Peter’s
and an active participant in our parish ministries. A
servant at heart, she often presented the reflection for
the Women’s Retreat but also helped with many other
practical and mundane tasks. Four of her colleagues
and friends spoke lovingly about her life and ministry.
The music had been carefully selected by Amy and
her husband Tim Caum. Our prayers go out to
Tim. Tim and Amy had been together for 26 years
and married almost as long.

On behalf of Amy, Tim Caum would like to
thank the people of St. Peter’s for their friendship and support during Amy’s illness and to
the many contributions to the church ministries
made in her name. Also, for the large gift in
Amy’s memory that will help fund the building
of the St. Peter’s Butterfly Garden.
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M. Thomas (Tom) Boorse,
February 7, 1942 – September 17, 2021
Tom was a life-long member of St. Peter’s. Almost his
entire life, he was part of our choir and Music Program. His death came unexpectedly at the age of 79
at home. Tom taught his entire career for the North
Penn School District. He was a French teacher and
loved foreign cultures and languages. With his life
partner Len Prevo, he traveled to Europe many
times. The music for his Memorial Service on October 1st was chosen with an eye on his many favorites
and included parts of a symphony that he himself had
written. Tom also wrote three novels which were never published. He was a man of many talents and
someone we will all miss. Our prayers go out to his
grieving partner Len and also his brother Bill Boorse
and Bill’s family.

We have had a wonderful start of the year in
Christian Education!

Highlights

Rally Day was welcomed with a large group of families
and children. The Children performed a liturgical dance during
the service. It was nice to see all of the smiles and hear the
laughter of the children again!

Oktoberfest was full of children and families where pumpkins were painted, games played and lots of bouncing and
laughter was had in the bounce houses.
Spark Sunday School meets each Sunday during the 10:30am service in the Fellowship Hall on the 2nd, 3rd,
and 4th Sundays of each month. On the 1st Sunday of the month the younger children will worship together with their
families while the teens will gather for Youth Group. Coloring and activity sheets will be provided.
Youth Group meets the first Sunday of each month at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall and 3rd Sunday of each
month via zoom at 7:00 pm. A youth fall outing is planned for October 23rd.
Confirmation Classes have begun and meet weekly Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We will meet in person until November then meet via Zoom.
Sunday school and family faith activities will continue to be emailed to families weekly for those not able to attend in person. Each weekly email contains a verse, prayer, activity, song, and video for families to share together in faith at
home. If you, or someone you know, would like received a packet please email Jennifer at
Dfm@stpetersnorthwales.org
Seven children celebrated Holy Communion September 26th at a special service at noon to accommodate all of the
families and guests of the children. Congratulations to: Vienna Alunni, Nathan Browne, Dominic DeStefano, Ananda
Jones, Nora Ouellette, Lily Shaffer, and Phoenix Woods
If you are willing and able to VOLUNTEER with the Christian Education department, as a Sunday school teacher or
helper, we would love, and really need your help! The lessons and materials are provided. Please reach out to Jennifer
at: dfm@stpetersnorthwales.org for more information or to begin helping.

St. Peter’s Choir Resumes In-Church Rehearsals
Singing together… Community… Harmony... New Music… Love and laughter… A fun-filled 45 minutes…
The St. Peter’s Choir, known for their musicality, flexibility and resilience, will rehearses in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. New members and current members are cordially invited.

Calling all Musicians!
Opportunities abound for soloists (vocal or instrumental) and small ensembles. If you play an instrument and are interested in playing for a service OR making a recording for the Zoom services, please contact Kirsten Olson. We need
trumpets, flutes, clarinets, guitars, bass guitars, saxophones, French horns, cellos, violins, violas, and vocal solos or
duets. If you are willing and able, I will find suitable music for you!
Please offer your talents to fill the air with musical praise!
Kirsten - KirstenKOlson@comcast.net
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St. Peter’s Readers
St. Peter's Readers are a group of women who meet to
discuss all kinds of literature. We always meet on a
Tuesday at 11:30 am—1:00 pm, currently in the church
parlor (with masks). If you would like to join us contact Charlene Bance at cmbance@gmail.com.
Our next session will be:
October 26th
Trains, Jesus and Murder,
The Gospel According to Johnny Cash
by Richard Beck
"(A) welcome companion for anyone wanting to know more
about what Cash insisted was not only the key to his music
but to the kingdom, too." --The New Yorker
"This is a book for everyone, even if you are new to the music
of the Man in Black. I wouldn't have considered myself a
Johnny Cash fan, but that changed with Beck's thoughtful
storytelling about this beautiful, yet troubled man who somehow found salvation with the damned." --Luke Norsworthy,
pastor; author of God over Good

Future discussion books:


Dec 7th: The Only Woman in the Room by Marie
Benedict



The Atlas of Impossible Longing by Anuradha
Roy



Land of Regular Numbers by Te-Png Chen



Crossroads by William Paul Young



The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict
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CROP Hunger
Walk 2021
The 2021 North
Penn/Lansdale
CROP
Hunger
Walk will be held
virtually this year! Like last year, walkers can participate in the 5-mile walk any time between Sunday,
October 10 and Saturday, October 16, 2021. We
picked this week for the virtual walk because October 16 is World Hunger Day. Registration and donation information at:
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/
lansdalepa!
Registering online is simple and easy, but if anyone
doesn’t feel comfortable going that route, they can
send checks and money orders (no cash, please),
payable to: CWS/CROP adding in the memo: North
Penn/Lansdale CROP Hunger Walk, to Manna or
directly to Church World Services at::
Church World Service, PO Box 968,
Elkhart, IN 46515

Pennsylvania
Voter Registration Information
www.votespa.com
For the official website regarding voter information in
PA, including information for absentee ballots for homebound/students/travels that need absentee balloting
information.

Our Social Ministry team continues to be active. They
have set a tentative schedule of continued good works
in the coming year below. Contact Robin Alderfer if you
would like to help.
 October: Pie Day, Laurel House 5K, and Crop Walk
 November: Good Gifts
 December: Gifts for the Children of Gemma
Jesus says, “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me. ” -Matthew 35:25

Shoe Drive Update: We collected 57 pairs of shoes for the Soles4Souls drive.
Our efforts combined with others in our area will be used to help build the Sanctuary
Village in Philadelphia. Sanctuary Village is a future tiny house community in Philadelphia designed and built with the express purpose of alleviating housing insecurity
for those looking to transition out of homelessness. Soles4Souls collects shoes and
distributes them to people in need across the US and around the world. They then
help people launch and sustain their own small business selling the donated
shoes. Our small drive served 4 purposes. We helped with the work of building
Sanctuary Village. We helped people start or sustain their own small business. We
protected the environment by putting the shoes to good use instead of in a landfill
and we cleaned out our closets. Thank you once again for your support St. Peter's!

Blood Drive
Unfortunately the Red Cross
had to cancel the August
blood drive due to a staffing
shortage. It was disappointing because, as usual, St.
Peter’s had a full roster of
donors for the day. We hope
to see many of our donors
back at either of these upcoming dates.
Next Blood Drives
November 1

ELCA Good Gifts:
October 12th —
November 28th

The Social Ministry Team
will be running a coin drive
to raise funds for the ELCA
Good Gifts program. The
funds collected will purchase livestock such as
cows, chicks, and goats to
help impoverished families
start small, sustainable,
businesses selling eggs,
meat, and dairy products.
Remember, our small gifts
make a BIG difference to
families around the globe.
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OKTOBERFEST 2021!

A Variety of Wieners
At Oktoberfest!
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First Holy Communion
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Tom Anglim
Bryan Auxier
Mike Bodolus
Ashley DeStephano
Tom Donohue
Howard Edson
Marian Feathers
Giangiacomo Family
Joan Gauker
Joanne Guido
Bill Gutsche
Renae Hayden
Ruth Herbert
Debbie Honeywell
Eileen Jarvis
Billy Kane
Laurie Kane

Herb Kavash
Pastor Sandra Ellis Kilian
Albert Kinzinger
Terry Kotulka
Andrew Latanishen & family
Maureen Latanishen
Barbara Lauro
Tony Manus
Kate Matlack
Marion McCarty
Shelby McCarty
Lilia McGovern
Doug Miller
Jon Miller
Bill Myers
Helen Nelson
Jamie Nouri

Mike O’Brien
Bill Reichert
Michael Reichley
Richard Schrader
Kurtz Schwarz
Florence Ulrich
Charlotte Wagner
Sam Wagner
Charles Zajatz
Barbara Zenker
AA Members
PUP – People Undergoing Pain
COVID Patients and their families
People around the world affected by
natural disasters, violent conflicts, unrest and uncertainty.

A Prayer For Healing
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
like a watchful shepherd, you care for us,
and provide us with all that we need.
You shower us with your love
and send people into our lives to help care for us.
In the midst of our pain and weakness,
strengthen our faith that we may be
filled with hope in you.
In the midst of our frustrations and
discouragement, give us patience that
we may accept our limitations.
In the midst of our loneliness and fears,
help us know we are not alone,
that you walk with us each moment of our lives.
Be with us, Lord, in our time of need.
Heal us in body, soul, and spirit
that we may rejoice in your grace and blessings in this world and come to enjoy
the fullness of
your presence in the life to come.
We offer this prayer in your name,
Lord, Jesus. Amen

We invite you to join us in prayer St. Peter’s Prayer Ministry each month.
For information contact Anita Bailey at 610-836-2210
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October

November

Ben Graham .................. Oct-1
Carl Kolb ....................... Oct-1
Bill Hubler ...................... Oct-2
Brooke Alderfer ............. Oct-3
Tannis Gallagher ........... Oct-4
Kelly Lauro .................... Oct-4
Charles Destefano ........ Oct-6
Catherine Wunder ......... Oct-6
Megan Albert ................. Oct-7
Mackenzie Lauro ........... Oct-7
Shirley Whitner .............. Oct-8
Troy Bodolus ................. Oct-9
Emily Baker ................... Oct-10
Cindy MacInnes ............ Oct-12
Andrew Seo ................... Oct-13
Wendy Skrzat ................ Oct-13
Nancy Zeigler ................ Oct-13
Helen Dallas .................. Oct-14
Joseph Duffy ................. Oct-14
Sarah Homan ................ Oct-14
Andrew Hill .................... Oct-16
Ananda Jones ............... Oct-16
George Detweiler .......... Oct-17
Jeremy Heilman ............ Oct-17
Helen Adams ................. Oct-19
Jim Kelch ....................... Oct-20
Jessica Brenfleck .......... Oct-21
Elizabeth Murray ........... Oct-22
Gavin Alunni .................. Oct-27
Ray Whitner .................. Oct-27
Katie Baker .................... Oct-28
Steven Baker ................. Oct-28
Christine Hussey ........... Oct-28
Heather Alderfer ............ Oct-29
Jeanne Harmony ........... Oct-29
Scott Hoagey ................. Oct-29
Carol Lee O'Brien .......... Oct-29
Bill Kesack ..................... Oct-30
Kalean Duffy.................. Oct-30
Liz Allen ......................... Oct-31

Nathaniel Erwin ............ Nov 3
Ryan Walter .................. Nov 4
Debra Detweiler ............ Nov 5
Kathy Anglim ................ Nov 6
Tim Beckham................ Nov 7
Colton Cooper .............. Nov 8
Gretchen Flanagan ....... Nov 8
Yvonne Garrity.............. Nov 9
Pam Paraskewik ........... Nov 9
Marge Wampole ........... Nov 10
Debbie Honeywell ........ Nov 11
Stephen Staudt ............. Nov 12
Dan Clark ...................... Nov 13
David Seo ..................... Nov 14
Scott Zenker ................. Nov 14
John Landmesser ......... Nov 15
George Uhl ................... Nov 15
Gwen Mannon .............. Nov 16
Mady Mannon ............... Nov 16
Oswilla McGovern ........ Nov 16
Herbert Kavash............. Nov 17
Eun Yang ...................... Nov 17
John Ledder.................. Nov 20
Tom Anglim .................. Nov 22
Jane Doherty ................ Nov 23
Abigail Clark ................. Nov 25
Marie Conver ................ Nov 25
Daren Gross ................. Nov 26
Kathrena Work.............. Nov 27
Linda Hubler ................. Nov 29
Brad Kolb ..................... Nov 29
Linda Sausser............... Nov 29
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211 South Main Street
North Wales, PA 19454

NOVEMBER 7th
Turn your clock
BACK one hour!

