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Steeple Views
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR WAGNER
Dear Church,
Brianna Bodolus selected this Scripture verse for her confirma-Newsletter Date
tion on June 5, and I appreciated her thoughtful choice. This Volume 1, Issue 1
statement of hope and faith comes at the beginning of Paul’s
letter to one of his favored congregations, the church in Philippi.
Based on the good vibes in that church and the support that
Paul received from his friends in Greek Philippi, he had every

"I am convinced of this, that the one who began a good
work among you will bring it to completion by the day
of Jesus Christ."
Philippians 1:6
reason to believe that they were on a good path and primed to complete their
journey of faith. But what does completion mean in the spiritual context? And
what does it mean for us, for you and me? I would venture to say that our faith
journey will never be complete this side of paradise. It’s not like we are completing a construction project and you cut the ribbons and open a new building
or a new road…
Those of us who live close to the church are actually hoping that all the construction on the various stretches of 202 will be COMPLETED at some point.
And we have a few young people who are rejoicing at this time of year over the
COMPLETION of their school years with a high school diploma. Congratulations!
It’s a very good feeling when you complete something and you can say that it
is definitely done. But in the world of faith, in our individual spiritual journeys,
are we ever finished? Certainly not this side of paradise. Completion would
defeat the entire idea of spiritual life. In fact, people who think they have
“completed” their spiritual education are usually the farthest away from God,
which is why Jesus criticized the Pharisees so frequently. (They thought they
had it all together.) Faith is not something you can check off and consider
“done.” It is a dimension of life that gives us infinite potential to grow as human
beings, and I mean infinite… Just when you think you have it all together, there
is a new layer of understanding, meaning and self-discovery that beckons you
and enriches your life. The beauty of this journey is that it never ends as long
as we live!
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So what does this scripture verse mean then? Perhaps this statement of faith was
more important to Paul than it was to the church in Philippi, helping him trust that “his
people” would be alright while he was spending time in prison or house arrest for his
missionary efforts, his hands (maybe literally) bound. And it certainly means that our
spiritual life will be ultimately completed when we meet Christ; but even now, as perfectly imperfect people, we strive toward that completion; and that desire is a motivating, energizing force in our life. If you don’t long for more, if you are not hungry, you
will quickly deflate like a balloon and the air goes out of your inner life. For all of us…
prayer, meditation and a desire to grow in our experience of Christ is what shapes us
and over time also changes us. But most of all, it fills us with so much hope and faith,
despite so many disturbing things that happen every day. I could not live without that
dimension in my life.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Andreas Wagner

Director of Music/Organist:
Vacant
DMM@stpetersnorthwales.org
Director of Handbell Bells:
Liz Allen redbetsey@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Lisa Miller
Articles for Steeple Views should be
submitted to the office or
secretary@stpetersnorthwales.org

It is the Mission of
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
to invite all people to
know, live, and share
Jesus Christ

A MESSAGE FROM
SAM TARASENKO
MUSIC MINISTER
Dear St. Peter's Church,
Greetings! My name is Sam Tarasenko. I'm excited to
begin a new chapter with you as your new music minister starting in August. A bit about myself: I graduated
from Temple in 2017 with degrees in music and art
history. I am primarily a pianist though in the last few years have delved into the
world of the organ. I enjoy every style of music and consider myself versatile. Hailing originally from the Ukrainian Pentecostal Church, my spiritual and musical experience is eclectic. I plan to bring a variety of styles while retaining the history and
theological depth of the Lutheran Liturgy.
I am excited to get to know the good people of St. Peter's and continue building a
meaningful, Spirit-led music ministry together. As music minister, my priority will be
the second half of that word: ministry. I believe music is merely a conduit for the
Spirit's work and, as such, should be borne out of the congregation itself. In other
words, it's about you, not me. I hope to see people of all generations making music
together and inspiring one another through vulnerable worship.
Here's to a new chapter of St. Peter's journey! To paraphrase the hymn writer
Johnson Oatman, Jr.,… let us continue pressing on the upward way until God
plants our feet on higher ground.
With tremendous enthusiasm,
Sam
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What’s New? St. Peter’s Updates


On June 18 we had our second Men’s Ministry event, a Barbecue Night, at the home of Bernie Heinze with
delicious food and meaningful conversation. Each of these first two events were much appreciated and drew more
than 20 participants.



Our Adult Education Team will meet again on July 5 and start planning an education series touching in Christianity and Shamanism for this upcoming fall season. Shamans are spiritual practitioners who often draw from the unseen world to help people on their life’s journeys with healing direction.



Two St. Peter’s couples celebrated their 40 wedding anniversaries on June 5 and were blessed as part of our
service at Weingartner Park: Ruthann & Carl Kolb and Diana Sundar & her husband Sundar.



Four young people were Confirmed on June 5th: Brianna Bodolus, Curt & Karl Hussey, and Erica Worman.



Also on June 5th, we received as New Members: Doug Longwill & Tara Brendlinger, Chris Keep, Barbara &
David Rodgers, Ronnie & David Sensinger, Joan Schiele, and Rick & Pat Hagy.



On Sunday, June 12, Bryan Auxier received his Baptism in the presence of family members and the worshipping
community.
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Funerals in June:
June 7: On June 7, Pastor Wagner conducted a service at Mays Funeral Home in memory of Mr. George Peers who
passed away on May 31 at Abington Hospital. He was 86 years old, a native of Long Island and a former School Principal in the Hudson Valley who moved to this area after his retirement. The family gave loving tributes.

June 10: Suzann L. Giangiacomo passed away at Einstein Hospital on June 2 after many years of suffering from a
heart defect and Congestive Heart Failure. She was a member of our church and only 53 years old at the time of her
death. The service was held on June 10 at a Funeral Home in East Norriton. Pastor Wagner conducted the service. Sue
left behind her husband Vince and twin daughters Rita and Nikki.

June 11: Ruth Hoifjeld was a resident of the local Lamb Foundation. She died on May 8. Ruth was one of four children of the late Rev. Clare Hoifjeld and his wife Virginia. The service was held on a Saturday afternoon in our church
with a number of family members and Lamb residents in attendance. Several of Ruth’s poems were read. She was a
deep, artistic soul and only 63 at the time of her passing.

June 18: Albert Kinzinger died on April 1 of this year. He was 86 years old. Albert grew up in the German-American
community of Pastor Wagner’s first parish (Tabor Lutheran) in Philadelphia. He resided in Princeton Junction, N.J. for
the longest time and had a long career at IBM. In recent years he and his wife Marwene moved to Spring House Estates
where Albert was cared for. He had Parkinson’s Disease. The service was held on Saturday morning, June 18, at our
church. Besides his wife, Albert left behind three children and several grandchildren.

Upcoming - July 13: Rachel Teller, died on June 4th at the age of 95. Her memorial service will be held on
July 13th with visitation at 10 am and the memorial at 11 am her at St. Peter’s. Born and raised in Philadelphia, Rachel
was a real South Philly girl with a flair for fashion and a Frank Sinatra fan from her teen years. She had a passion for
flower arranging, shopping, baking, and spending time with her grandchildren and great grandchildren.
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SUMMER WORSHIP AT ST. PETER’S
10:00 AM with Livestreaming
June 26: “The Homeless Church”
Music Minister: Ya Jhu Yang.
Born in 1984, Taiwanese composer Ya-Jhu Yang’s works have been heard throughout North America, Europe and
Asia. She was raised and educated at the National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei, and completed graduate degrees at the Manhattan School of Music and the Curtis Institute of Music, where she studied with composers including
Richard Danielpour, Jennifer Higdon and Nils Vigeland. She served Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Huntingdon Valley
for the last ten years and will be our Music Minister for two Sundays in a row.

July 3: “Peace Work”
Music Minister: Ya Jhu Yang.
Jesus sends his followers on a peace mission. On this Sunday, also a National Holiday Weekend, we will pray for
peace and our capacity to be de-escalators in the conflicts of our own lives.

July 10: “De-Labeling our World”
Music Minister: Liz Allen
Pastor: Sandra Ellis Kilian. Pastor Kilian will lead worship on this Sunday while Pastor Wagner is in Michigan for a wedding celebration. Pastor Killiam served in several churches in our synod and was the shepherd of St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Ambler for many years.

July 17: “Yin and Yang”
Music Minister: Liz Allen
Luke introduces us to sisters Mary and Martha, two entirely different personalities who also represent different spiritual
types. It takes all kinds of “types” to sustain church and ministry. It takes Yin and Yang.
Zoom Service at 9:00 a.m. On this Sunday we will also connect with our virtual worship attendees via a separate zoom
service. The zoom room will be open by 8:40 a.m. We will do this from time to time. On all other Sundays, live stream is
the main option.

July 24: “Our Father”
Music Ministers: Linda Hubler and Maureen Tang
We are turning to our own talent on this Sunday with Linda Hubler on piano and Maureen Tang playing Cello as we explore the Lord’s Prayer.

July 31: Saint Ignatius Feast Day
Music Ministers: Ladies Ensemble
Musically talented ladies of St. Peter’s will lead us through the music and liturgy of this service as we observe the Feast
Day for Saint Ignatius of Loyola, an important spiritual reformer of the 16th century.

August 7: “True Treasure”
Music Minister: Sam Tarasenko
On this Sunday, as we ponder what the true treasures are in God’s kingdom, we are welcoming our new Music Director, Sam Tarasenko with participation by Karin Clark and Mia Woods. . There will be a reception for Sam after church.
Sam obtained a BA in Music from Temple University. He has worked with Andrew Kotylo as organ teacher in pursuing a
master’s degree in organ performance. He is a motivated and energetic young man.

August 14: “God’s Servant”
Music Minister: Sam Tarasenko
On this Sunday we will remember the life of Father Maximilian Kolbe who is remembered on August 14. He died in the
Auschwitz concentration camp and was a true servant of Christ during a dark time.
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August 21: “Holy Rule Breaking”
Music Minister: Sam Tarasenko
Jesus broke a number of rules, but always for good reason. Rules can be good but they can also be suffocating. When
we have to break a human rule in order to serve God, we may call this “Holy Rule Breaking.”

August 28: Saint Augustine Feast Day
Music Minister: Sam Tarasenko
Saint Augustine was one of the most important theologians and church leaders of the first Millennium. He is remembered on August 28.

September 4: “On Being a Christian”
Music Minister: Sam Tarasenko

September 11: Rally Day at Weingartner Park
Music provided by, “A Common Thread”.” Lots of Activities for children &families.

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Live Service 10:00 am
With LiveStreaming

Participants in the early spring Mindfulness in Nature Walk
held at a local preserve near Gwynedd Mercy University.
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RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE
So proud of this group and
community!! We were at
119% of goal at the June
blood drive. Thanks to all
who made it out. Our next
blood drive is scheduled for
July 18th and it would be
great to get some new
folks onto the list as the
people that donated yesterday will not yet be eligible. Summers are tough
recruitment months! Please
let your friends know.
Thank you to all who are
willing and able to support
the blood drives!!!

Monday
July 18th
August 22nd
2 pm - 7pm
For appointments
please go to:

www.redcross.org
Enter sponsor code:
St. Peters North Wales

ST. PETER’S
SOCIAL MINISTRY UPDATES
Inner Faith Housing We were busy in June housing families from Inner Faith
Housing (Family Promise of Montco).Three single moms and five children stayed in
our Sunday School Building. Brian Brenfleck has been doing an amazing job of organizing this event. You can imagine how much work it involves. Thanks you to
all who have volunteered or offered to volunteer by shopping, driving, cooking or
helping us to get the building and kitchen ready for our guests. Thanks also to the
Thrift Shop who opened there doors and let the Ladies shop.

Laurel House has moved their main offices to Main Street in Lansdale from Norristown. This building will also house the shelter.
Look for Undy Sunday coming in late August early September. We will be collecting new underwear and socks for the children at Gemma Services. This year
they are asking for boys underwear youth size L/XL and men's small. They have
many more boys than girls at this time. So that is where the need is greatest. Thank you for you support.

North Wales Day of Service has been moved to the Spring. So look for more
information on that in 2023. Social Ministry is looking into a day of service in the
fall. The ELCA promotes a day in early September called God's Work Our
Hands. We are looking into a project for that day. One idea is a day of service to
do some work at New Creation in Philadelphia more info to follow.
We will be collecting items for New Creation Lutheran Church. We will have
an updated list for you soon. This summer we will be collecting food for the
church. This is a hard time for food insecure families. Children do not get their
lunch at school and by collecting food stuffs we can help a little, especially rice,
beans (canned and dried), canned meats, peanut butter and jelly. You can also
donate paper products such as toilet paper and paper towels. Just leave the donation in the bins by the door and we will see they get to where they need to go.
Look for information on school supplies collection in early August. So many
children don't have the supplies they need to succeed in school. Lists will be announced soon.
If you have any questions on any of our projects or would like to help with any of
them please contact Robin 610-277-8378

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
Summer time is here!
First, a big thank you to Mrs Schafer and Mrs Gross who handled all the Spark sessions while I was out in May!
While we will NOT be having VBS at this year, we will be offering some fun events for our families and youth.
 Children’s Spark turns into Splash Out on the Lawn! July 24. Bring your suits and towels for fun filled
water games
 There will be a River Tubing Event - July 31
 Volunteering at the Mitzvah Center - August 4th
 Look for a Family Movie Night - August 20th on our lawn. Movie TBD.
Last but not least we will have something new here at St. Peter’s Bible Buddy Adoptions!
This a free and fun event for kids 2 to12 years-old. Children are
adopt a Bible Buddy cuddly stuffed animal complete with an official
adoption certificate. Then children will take care of their new buddy
and read daily Bible verses to their new pal during the summer. I
hope your child and their new buddy learn lots about God's love
along the way!

Bible Buddies will be available in the Narthex starting July
3rd. The animals and supplies will be on a table - it’s simple to signup, pick your animal, and start reading! There were be check in
times and special dates where prizes will be given for completion of
reading passages.
Bible Buddy — example only

St. Peter’s Readers

St. Peter’s Green Team

St. Peter's Readers is a group of women who meet about
every six weeks in the church parlor, always on a Tuesday
at 11:30 am - 1:00 pm. Our next meeting is August 2nd
to discuss: Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng..

Caring for Creation - Green Team Update

Little Fires Everywhere - the Richardson family lives in the planned community
of Shaker Heights, Ohio—a place of
wealth, comfort, and stability—and they
are a clan that embodies those traits. But
when Mia, a single mother, and her fifteen year old daughter, Pearl, rent a
house in the area, their very different
lives will merge with those of the Richardson family and begin to contort the carefully laid lattice that
supports their views. Ng is a master of family and societal
dynamics, shifting perspectives, and the secrets that we
try to protect
If you would like to join us or would like more information
contact Charlene Bance: cmbance@gmail.com

Each week check out the new CARING FOR CREATION Green Team tip in Pastor's message. We all
need to do what we can to take care of our precious
planet Earth.
We continue to collect and recycle glasses, cell phones and soda can tabs in the bin
at the entrance to the church near the restrooms.
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Spring Time….

Bryan Auxier pictured with his family and with dear friend Jeff Streckfus on his Baptism Day.

Confirmation in Weingartner Park.
Above: Curt & Karl Hussey
Right: Jessica Worman, Bree & Jenn Bodolus,
Pastor Wagner, Karl & Curt Hussey

Happy 40th Anniversary
Ruth Ann & Carl Kolb and
Diana Sundar & Sundar
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Weingartner Park
What a difference a few weeks make!!!

Above: a cold Easter morning service
Right: Bill Johnson tends to the hot dogs on Pentecost
Below: A Common Thread on Pentecost

Youth gathering in May with
the students from St. Peter’s
and Synagogue Darchei Noam.
Just getting them together was
an achievement in itself after all
the restrictions and limitations
that we endured patiently/
impatiently in the last two years.
Our theme was "service" and our
Jewish friends suggested we
could take the group picture under the cross. That's a true sign
of trust and friendship! We will
visit the synagogue in the fall for
a joint service project.
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Thrift Shop News

Little Free Library

t. Peter's Thrift Shop had an interesting, sometimes
difficult, but very successful year. We opened in September 2021 on Oktoberfest Saturday after being
closed for 18 months. Our regular shoppers were
thrilled and over this past season we met many new
shoppers. We closed for 5 weeks at the end of December through the end of January due to high Covid numbers. We had lots of special sales and sold our treasures at bargain basement prices. In spite of all that,
the Thrift Shop managed to bring in $19,918 which
went directly to our charities! The Shop will reopen on
Saturday, September 10, 2022, and we will begin accepting donations in August. As you downsize and
clean out over the summer, please consider donating
your "stuff" to the Thrift Shop. Thank you for your continued support of this important ministry.

The Little Free Library, the little box on the corner of
our property by the train tracks, has been up and running for about three years now. It started out a little
slow, but it has grown in popularity. Adults frequent the
box, but is mostly used by children. Children’s books
get taken very fast!!! The little box is pretty much selfsufficient and I have more than enough adult books..
However, I have had to put in many more children’s
books than I anticipated. Thankfully, I have received
children’s books from donors on Facebook and from
the Lansdale Public Library. I have even purchased
children’s books. But, I need more! I am especially
looking for children’s books highlighting diversity and
inclusion.

Thrift Shop is CLOSED for the Summer

Children’s Books

Look for Re-Opening

Saturday, September 10th
Wednesdays: 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Saturdays: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

10

The Little Free Library NEEDS

Thank you for the support you have given this ministry.
It is very important for everybody to have access to
books, especially children.
- Sharon Baker

Church Bulletins… What???













This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the altar.
Mr. Bradford was elected and has accepted the office of head deacon. We could not get a better man.
The Minister unveiled the church’s new tithing campaign slogan last Sunday: ‘I Upped My Pledge — Up Yours.’
Thank you Steve, who once again has worked hard to clean the pastor off the basement floor.
The ‘Over 60s Choir’ will be disbanded for the summer with the thanks of the entire church.
The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are not afflicted with any church.
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community.
Attend and you will hear an excellent speaker and heave a healthy lunch.
A cookbook is being compiled—please submit your favorite recipe, also a short antidote for it.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm — prayer and medication to follow.
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility.
Life groups meet on Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM for food, fun, and fellowwhipping.
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Acyn & Blake Auxier
Bryan Auxier
Jenn Bodolus
Vickie Concepcion
Kyra DeStefano
Tim Ebner
Jim Friling
John Foster
Joan Gauker
Jenny George
Renae Hayden
Ruth Herbert
Janet Hoffman
Billy Kane
Val Kanter
Herb Kavash
Pastor Sandra Ellis Kilian

Lenihan Family
John Lopresti
Lyman Lundeen
Cindy Mancuso
Tony Manus
Katie Matlack
Makenzie May
Leona Marchakitus
Marion McCarty
Richard McCune
Lilia McGovern
Oswilla McGovern
Carolyn McTague
Jan Miller
Jon Miller
Joe Mitterhur
Bill Myers
Sally Neiderhiser
Arlene Novak
Mike O’Hanlon
Ingrid Olson
Eve & Bryn Phelps

Kurt Schwarz
Rev. Ihor & Olga Shemihon
Bruce Simons
Florence Ulrich
Sam Wagner
Williams Family
Charles Zajatz
Nancy Zeigler
AA members
PUP: People Undergoing Pain
COVID patients and their families.
People suffering from natural disaster,
military conflict, and uncertainty in their
lives, especially the people of the
Ukraine.
For families who lives have been tragically torn apart by gun violence
throughout the US.

A Prayer For Healing
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
like a watchful shepherd, you care for us,
and provide us with all that we need.
You shower us with your love
and send people into our lives to help care for us.
In the midst of our pain and weakness,
strengthen our faith that we may be
filled with hope in you.
In the midst of our frustrations and
discouragement, give us patience that
we may accept our limitations.
In the midst of our loneliness and fears,
help us know we are not alone,
that you walk with us each moment of our lives.
Be with us, Lord, in our time of need.
Heal us in body, soul, and spirit
that we may rejoice in your grace and blessings in this world and come to enjoy
the fullness of
your presence in the life to come.
We offer this prayer in your name,
Lord, Jesus. Amen
We invite you to join us in prayer St. Peter’s Prayer Ministry each month.
For information contact Anita Bailey at 610-836-2210
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July

August

September

Megan Roberts ............... Jul 1
Crystal Bergey ................ Jul 2
Diana Blum ..................... Jul 5
Shane Gallagher ............. Jul 5
Bob McGilloway .............. Jul 5
Nancy Kulp ..................... Jul 7
Vienna Alunni ................. Jul 10
Dan Long ........................ Jul 10
Brian Coover ................... Jul 11
Bree Bodolus .................. Jul 13
Megan Flanagan ............. Jul 14
Billy Kane ........................ Jul 14
Andrea Greyson ............. Jul 15
Bob Coates ..................... Jul 16
Evy Hayes....................... Jul 16
Lois Wisser ..................... Jul 20
Ginny Benner .................. Jul 23
Nancy Long .................... Jul 26
Grant Staudt ................... Jul 26
Dylan Browne ................. Jul 27
Teaghan Gallagher ......... Jul 28
Jen Morrow ..................... Jul 28
Kate Thompson .............. Jul 28
Sandra Clark ................... Jul 29
Sean Rauchut ................. Jul 29
Joann Rauchut ............... Jul 30
Andreas Wagner ............. Jul 30

Ruth Ann Kolb ................ Aug 1
Roy Schmidt ................... Aug 2
Isaac Baker .................... Aug 3
David Vandergrift ........... Aug 3
Adele Herbert ................. Aug 4
Jung Seo ........................ Aug 5
Diane Zenker .................. Aug 6
Kaitlyn Walter ................. Aug 7
Al Ledder ........................ Aug 15
Nolan Roberts ................ Aug 16
Ella Meyer ...................... Aug 17
Joy Jacobson ................. Aug 18
Jessica Troxel ................ Aug 19
Robert Kotulka................ Aug 20
Mark Ouellette ................ Aug 21
Jake Homan ................... Aug 22
Karl Hussey .................... Aug 25
Curt Hussey ................... Aug 25
Lauren Trippetti .............. Aug 26
Mike Cipriano ................. Aug 27
Brett Kratz ...................... Aug 27
Scott Lauro ..................... Aug 27
Peg McConnell ............... Aug 28
Kate Adams .................... Aug 29
Robin Alderfer ................ Aug 30
Nicole Alunni .................. Aug 30
Joseph Browne............... Aug 30
Bryan Troxel ................... Aug 30

Sean Beahan .................. Sep 1
John Rodowitz ................ Sep 1
Karin Clark ...................... Sep 2
Patrick Dallas ................. Sep 2
Paul Staudt ..................... Sep 3
Holden Browne ............... Sep 4
Sid Harris ........................ Sep 4
Maggie Hayes ................ Sep 4
Larry Clark ...................... Sep 5
Patti Pardoski ................. Sep 5
Bill Adams ...................... Sep 7
Matt McCarty .................. Sep 9
Lee Heist ........................ Sep 10
Laurie Kane .................... Sep 13
Polly Beckham ................ Sep 14
John Buehler .................. Sep 14
James Friling .................. Sep 14
Bill Johnson .................... Sep 15
Katie Staudt .................... Sep 15
Bob Hain ......................... Sep 16
Kyra Lynn Destefano ...... Sep 17
Karla Honeywell ............. Sep 23
Gwen Smith .................... Sep 23
Rebecca Ledder ............. Sep 26
Bill Hussey ...................... Sep 27
Anthony Pavia ................ Sep 27
Lisa Albert ...................... Sep 28
Barbara Heimerdinger .... Sep 29
Coleen Arena ................. Sep 30
Elizabeth Griffin .............. Sep 30
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