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Steeple Views
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR WAGNER
Dear Church,
I wrote this originally for the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, observed on
Newsletter Date
January 25. It goes back to the story in Acts 9 when the “prosecutor”
Saul,
Volume 1,
Issue 1
passionately fighting the early Christian movement, is himself convicted. He
had a conversion experience, heard the voice of Christ (Saul, why are you
persecuting me?) and was blinded by a very bright light. For three days he
can’t see and if you know just a little bit about New Testament stories, you
know that the number 3 is no accident. Whenever someone is “converted,”
it’s a resurrection of sorts, like when Jesus was raised after three days.
The term “conversion” is not the most popular anymore and most of us understand why. There has been too much forced conversion in the history of
the Christian church. Whether it was the conquest of South America by
Christian Spain or the subtle/not so subtle pressure applied by priests when-
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"Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s
eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was
baptized."
- Acts 9:18
ever a Roman Catholic wanted to marry a Protestant or someone from another religion (You need to become a Catholic then!!!); or the emotional
pressures applied by evangelists in the Protestant tradition to “give your life
over to Christ”… I’m not proud of any form of forced or man-made conversion
techniques that have ever been pressed upon people by the church, any
church. And I’m also mindful of Thomas Merton’s quip that it’s easier to convert a non-believer to Christ than it is to convert a Christian to Christ. Notice
the difference: true conversion is never to a church or institution, but to
Christ. You are in safe hands there, even if the marks of the crucifixion are
still on his hands. Maybe especially because of that!
Yet, there is something beautiful and powerful to the conversion experience
of Saint Paul. It really, truly was an encounter with the living Christ. The fact
that he was blinded is a metaphorical way of saying that he was forced to
change the way he saw things. I am not doubting that this dramatic event
took place, that Paul was physically blinded, but there is more to it. In the
shocking darkness of those three days, something sank into his heart, the old
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Saul died, the reality of Christ penetrated his defenses. When he could see again, he
could really see, both physically AND spiritually. He was a new person.
Thomas Merton’s quip was based on that sage’s experience with people, I am sure.
He probably encountered many Christians who had a certain way of looking at things
not quite in congruence with the gospel or who had drunk the cool-aid of capitalism
and American mainstream culture and confused that with Christianity, things like that.
Merton, the modern day mystic who lived in the America of the 20th century, knew
that sometimes people have an advantage who read and hear the gospel with no preconceived notions or culturally ingrained assumptions. They are just looking for the
true Christ. I want to encourage you to always open your heart when you read or hear
Scripture. Maybe God wants to teach you something you really didn’t expect. And I
encourage you to be sensitive to those souls who come to our faith by some miracle
and without the dressings of a “Christian” upbringing. They have a lot to offer!
Pastor Andreas Wagner

Director of Handbell Bells:
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Administrative Assistant: Lisa Miller
Articles for Steeple Views should be
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THE SEASON OF LENT AT ST. PETER’S
Ash Wednesday Service: March 2 7:00 p.m.
Sundays in Lent:






March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27
April 3

Palm Sunday,
Good Friday Service,

April 10
April 15

Easter Sunday,

April 17

7:00 pm

It is expected that the church will be open for all these services. We will NOT add mid-week services this year, as
has been the tradition during Lent in years past. We
will look at safe ways to implement some of our other Lenten traditions, such as the candlelight prayers. Stay tuned
as we get closer to the season!
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PARISH RECORDS:
In Memoriam: John A Youk (1956 – 2022)
He was known as Big John, and a large fellow he was. In the NASCAR World he was even, as they
say, larger than life. For more than 30 years he and our church member Dotti De Stefano were a
couple. On Sunday, December 16, John had a heart attack, was rushed to the hospital and could
not be saved. The service in his memory took place on Saturday, January 22 at our church. John’s
claim to fame was that he became the cook of a number of NASCAR Racing Teams and significantly raised the standards of nourishment for that community. He even published a cook book with
recipes that he developed for the race tracks. At his Memorial service we heard a lot about the
hunting, cooking, car, and people loving character named Big John. He was only 66 years old but he
had a blessed and interesting life. May he rest in peace.

FAITH UNDER SIEGE: Christian Nationalism
ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton recently participated in a webinar titled, “Democracy and Faith Under Siege: Responding
to Christian Nationalism.” Eaton has joined other prominent Christian leaders (including Bishop Michael Curry of the
Episcopal Church) in issuing a statement against Christian nationalism. These Christians leaders have made it clear
that opposing Christian nationalism does not mean opposing love of country. Bishop Eaton has pointed out that being a
patriotic American is different from embracing Christian nationalism; nobody is condemning patriotism. “Christian nationalism is different from being a patriot. God knows I love my country,” she said. “But my primary allegiance as a Christian
isn’t to my country, but to God.”
A core belief of Christian nationalism is that the United States, as a nation, is defined by Christianity and that our government should actively seek to keep it that way. Advocates assert that we will lose our identity as an “Anglo-Protestant”
nation and that this cultural inheritance must be preserved. This cultural framework idealizes a fusion of Christianity with
American civic life. Imbedded in Christian nationalism are assumptions about nativism, white supremacy, authoritarianism, patriarchy, and militarism. For example, multiple studies have shown that those who embrace this framework are
more likely to:






Approve of authoritarian tactics
Fear and distrust religious minorities
Believe racial inequality is due to personal shortcomings of minority groups
Report being “very uncomfortable” with both interracial marriage and transracial adoption
Hold anti-immigrant views and fear refugees
- christiansagainstchristiannationalism.org

The statement put forth by the members of Christians Against Christian Nationalism includes the following:






People of all faiths and no faith have the rights and responsibility to engage in the public square.
As Christians we are bound to Christ, not by citizenship, but by faith.
One’s religious affiliation should be irrelevant to one’s standing in the civic community.
Religious instruction is best left to houses of worship, religious institutions and families.
Patriotism does not require us to minimize our religious convictions.

Episcopal Bishop Curry asserts, “As followers of Jesus, his command to love our neighbors means neighbors of every
type, of every faith, not just our own.” Bishop Eaton states, “Lutherans teach that government should be held accountable to God but not ever identified with God’s will. The ELCA is committed to strengthening public space as a just place
for all regardless of religion or worldview and will defend the full participation of all in our religiously diverse society.”
submitted by Linda Hubler and Charlene Bance
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Spark Sunday School meets each Sunday during the 10:30am service in the Fellowship Hall on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of each month. On the 1st Sunday of the
month the younger children will worship together with their families while the teens will
gather for Youth Group. Coloring and activity sheets will be provided.

Youth Group meets the first Sunday of each month at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall and 3rd Sunday of each
month via zoom at 7:00 pm.
Confirmation Classes meet weekly Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Meetings may be ZOOM or in -person. Save-the
Date: Confirmation Service will be held Sunday, June 5.
Sunday school and family faith activities will continue to be emailed to families weekly for those not able to attend in person. Each weekly email contains a verse, prayer, activity, song, and video for families to share together in faith at
home.
If you are willing and able to VOLUNTEER with the Christian Education department, as a Sunday school teacher or
helper, we would love, and really need your help! Please reach out to Jennifer at: dfm@stpetersnorthwales.org.

Hallelujah Chorus and YOU:
“For He Shall Reign Forever
and Ever: Hallelujah!”
An invitation to all: Join us in singing
The Hallelujah Chorus on Easter Sunday!
Messiah, George Frederic Handel’s great oratorio
(for chorus and orchestra) has become a ubiquitous
part of Christmas celebrations worldwide, and yet
it was written for Easter!
It is divided into three parts: 1. the Birth of Jesus; 2. the Death of Christ; and, 3. His Resurrection.
The Hallelujah Chorus is the most famous piece in Messiah, and is found at the end of Part 2. It has been performed
and recorded thousands of times worldwide. Now, you can participate in this musical offering.
Handel wrote Messiah for “modest vocal and instrumental forces.” That’s US, folks at St. Peter’s!!! “Modest
vocal and instrumental forces, Handel says!” Again, ALL of you are invited to sing the famous Hallelujah Chorus by
Handel at St. Peter’s on Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022. (And, Easter Sunday marks my 67th birthday, and a week
before retirement.)
There are many tutorials you can listen to and learn your part. YouTube has many.) I will send you a recording with
just your part (soprano, alto, tenor or bass,) and the music, so that you can feel confident. Please let me know if you’re
adventurous…the more the merrier - and, the more singers, the stronger the team, or the more your voice can
blend in. There will be 2 rehearsals beforehand….stay tuned for details.
Please contact me if you are remotely interested.
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- Kirsten

Thrift Shop News

St. Peter’s Readers
In keeping with St. Peter's Covid Policy our January
meeting was canceled. We will meet next on Tuesday
February 8th at 11:30 am in the church parlor (with
masks) to discuss: The Atlas of Impossible Longing by Anuradha Roy.
St. Peter's Readers meet about every 6 weeks. If you
would like to join us or would like more information contact Charlene Bance.
Future discussion books:




Land of Big Numbers by Te-Png Chen
Crossroads by William Paul Young
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict




State of Terror by Louise Penny & Hilary Clinton
The Last Romantics by Tara Conklin
Gripping and compassionate, Land
of Big Numbers depicts the diverse
and legion Chinese people, their history, their government, and how all of
that has tumbled — messily, violently,
but still beautifully — into the present.

St. Peter’s Thrift Shop has been open for business
since September 25th. Our customers are very
happy to be shopping again, and the volunteers are
overjoyed to be able to financially support our favorite charities again! We started out with Fall décor,
then decorated for Halloween and now the shop is
brimming with all things Christmas. You could easily
decorate every room in your house with Thrift Shop
treasures. There is also a great assortment of
brand new items that would make perfect gifts for
everyone on your list. Come and check out our
clothing racks for that perfect holiday outfit or a new
winter coat. We will be open four Wednesdays and
three Saturdays in December so don’t wait too long
to visit the best little thrift shop in North Wales!
We will continue to follow safety guidelines: masks
must be worn by all volunteers and shoppers; a
maximum of 5 shoppers will be allowed into the
shop at one time; the dressing rooms and bathrooms will remain closed. We will continue to monitor the Montgomery County metrics and follow their
guidelines as we move forward. Thank you for your
continued support of this important ministry.

Cutting between clear-eyed realism
and tongue-in-cheek magical realism,
Chen’s stories coalesce into a portrait of a people striving
for openings where mobility is limited. With acute social
insight, Te-Ping Chen layers years of experience reporting
on the ground in China with incantatory prose in this taut,
surprising debut, proving herself both a remarkable cultural
critic and an astonishingly accomplished new literary
voice.

Little Free Library
The Little Free Library, the little box on the corner of our property by the train tracks, has been up and running for
about three years now. It started out a little slow, but it has grown in popularity. Adults frequent the box, but is mostly
used by children. Children’s books get taken very fast!!! The little box is pretty much self-sufficient and I have more
than enough adult books.. However, I have had to put in many more children’s books than I anticipated. Thankfully, I
have received children’s books from donors on Facebook and from the Lansdale Public Library. I have even purchased
children’s books. But, I need more! I am especially looking for children’s books highlighting diversity and inclusion.

The Little Free Library

NEEDS

Children’s Books
Thank you for the support you have given this ministry.
It is very important for everybody to have access to books, especially children.

- Sharon Baker
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WINTER HAPPENINGS

Local artist Stephanie Silverman with her art on our Art Wall.

Children process on Christmas Eve.

Gifts for the children of Gemma Services.

Christmas Eve musicians
Doug Longwill and his fiancé Tara Brendlinger
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Let us worship
together and
show off that
mask!!

A sketch of Martin Luther by
Thomas Kolsky, retired MCCC
Professor. Mr. Kolsky donated
to our music fund after Lisa
Miller helped him when he fell
outside of the local post office.
He and Lisa are now email pen
pals, sharing their love of art &
music together.

A message from the Peace Walk to honor Martin Luther King Jr.
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ST. PETER’S
PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE
Property committee had quite a bit of activity in 2021. We replaced a very old commercial refrigerator with a new one, replaced the doors system that enters the
Church from the parking lot, hired a new snow removal contractor, but most importantly, began to paint the exterior of the Church. First phase included both the
entrance to the Church from Main Street, as well as the entrance to the Educational
Building and all the trim work around the stained glass windows. The second
phase to be done this year includes the steeple, and additional window trim in the
Educational Building. Lots of small projects and repairs continued throughout the
year thanks to the activities of the Thursday Gang.
- Steve Wright

St. Peter’s Green Team
Caring for Creation - Green Team Update
 Communications
Hopefully you are all reading and even sometimes acting on our weekly “Caring for
Creation” tips that appear in the Announcement section of Pastor’s Daily Email.
They give us all a reminder of what we can be doing in our daily lives. We will also
soon have a bulletin board on the wall next to the ladies bathroom.
 Eco Friendly Guidelines
We have developed recommended guidelines for church and outside groups using
our facility. They have been sent to Council to be reviewed at a future meeting and
will then be published.
 Building Energy Audit
Who knew? Our own ELCA Synod actually does this! Robin Alderfer and Keith
Bance participated in an initial virtual meeting and it will be followed up in the future
with an onsite visit.
 Advocacy Opportunities
Member Tim Beckham has a special interest in this area. We will be meeting with
him in February to see how as a congregation we can become more educated and
participate.
 Facility
James Miller (thank you James!) will be replacing our Fellowship Hall lighting with
LED bulbs.
 Butterfly Garden
Cathy Simcox is in communication with two landscaping companies on a hardscape
design for our new butterfly garden.
 Caring for Creation Sunday
Tentatively scheduled for April 24th.
 Recycle Collection Bins
We will start with three bins in the entranceway next to the restrooms. We will collect and recycle cell phones, glasses, and soda can tabs. The Youth Group will be
participating in the soda can tabs recycling program which supports Ronald MacDonald Houses.

RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE
In 2021 we had five very
successful Blood Drives!
We collected 115% of our
goal or 151 units – that
means we helped to save
453 lives.
Five blood drives is one or
two more than our usual
number of drives. The Red
Cross has been very
pleased that St. Peter’s
has stepped up during
these trying times, because
other places that have previously held drives have
not been available to do
so!

Our next drive is

Monday
February 21st
2 pm - 7pm

For appointments
please go to:

www.redcross.org
Enter sponsor code:
St. Peters North Wales

Inter-Faith Martin Luther King Service,
January 16, 2022
On a frigid afternoon in mid-January, members and
friends of our diverse Faith Community gathered in Ambler for a march proclaiming peace and justice. It’s a rather short walk from Wissahickon High School to the
home of Bethlehem Baptist Church where the majority
African-American congregation hosts an annual service
in memory of Martin Luther King Jr. and his legacy.
The ritual of the walk, hardly noticed in the neighborhood, is a rather quiet procession and a physical form of
prayer. The Jewish scholar and mystic Abraham Joshua
Heschel, famously said, “When I walked in Selma, my
feet were praying.” Our processions these days come
without the agitation, the heated atmosphere or the danger of the early Civil Rights marches. And if some folks
ask why we even bother to brave the elements in our
heavy winter coats for such a small gesture of Shalom in
our world – in a pretty serene neighborhood no less, - it
is out of principle. Our world is far from peaceful. The
continued partisanship, the deadlock in the chambers of
our democracy, the inability of people to unite around
fundamental human rights, the dividedness of our country and yes, violence, give us pause. At the same time,
we are hopeful. Our hope is rooted in faith and fortified
by every small gesture of bridge building, love, charity
and human kindness. And there are many examples. We
should not overlook them. In fact, we should highlight
them. If we focus on the darkness too much, it will suck
us in. Michelle Curtis, pastor of the Ambler Mennonite
Church, brought a sign saying, “Darkness cannot drive
out darkness only light can do that…” How true!
A day before this service, on January 15, a man walked
into a Jewish synagogue in Texas. He took the rabbi and
three other congregants hostage and tried to force the
release of a federal prisoner. The rabbi had shown kindness toward this stranger, had made him a cup of tea,
listened to his story. And now the same man drew a gun
during the Sabbath service. Flashbacks to other events
are almost inevitable: The Charleston shooting, for instance, where a black church community embraced a
young white man to study Scripture with them. We know
the tragic result. This incident in Texas on January 15
had a much better ending. None of the hostages were
killed. The stranger who also acted strangely, a Pakistani
with a British passport, was eventually
killed by law-enforcement. I mourn the events of that
day, not only because our Jewish brothers and sisters

have been shaken by similar events in recent years and
sadly have had to beef up security measures in their
sanctuaries. I also mourn it because treating strangers
with kindness is an ethos we share in the faith community, across all differences. We believe in the importance of
kindness and helping those who seem lost in our society,
no matter their color or origin.
On that same Saturday, one of the members of our InterFaith Group, Mr. Shamsul Huda, who is a member of
North Penn Mosque, called his good friend Rabbi Greg
Marx from congregation Beth Or to offer sympathy, prayer and to express just how disturbed he was by the
events in Texas. Shams is himself a Muslim immigrant
who was born in Pakistan, like the unfortunate gunman
in Texas. I know how that feels. I am German. Almost 80
years after the end of WW II I am still embarrassed by
what “my people” did back then. Still, those gestures of
solidarity and compassion are immensely important and
encouraging. It’s the light that shines in the darkness, to
use a metaphor from the Gospel according to John.
Shams was also one of four honorees at the January 16
Martin Luther King Service. He was honored for his
many years of bridge building and networking in our
community. He is an inspiration to many of us. His humility and wisdom stand out. With people like that comes
hope and light. Even when we gather in frigid temperatures in the middle of January.

Pastor Andreas Wagner

This article appeared in the Ambler Gazette and the North
Penn Reporter on the weekend of January 21-23.
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AA Members
PUP – People Undergoing Pain
COVID Patients and their families
People suffering from natural disaster,
military conflict, and uncertainties
around the globe.

A Prayer For Healing
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
like a watchful shepherd, you care for us,
and provide us with all that we need.
You shower us with your love
and send people into our lives to help care for us.
In the midst of our pain and weakness,
strengthen our faith that we may be
filled with hope in you.
In the midst of our frustrations and
discouragement, give us patience that
we may accept our limitations.
In the midst of our loneliness and fears,
help us know we are not alone,
that you walk with us each moment of our lives.
Be with us, Lord, in our time of need.
Heal us in body, soul, and spirit
that we may rejoice in your grace and blessings in this world and come to enjoy
the fullness of
your presence in the life to come.
We offer this prayer in your name,
Lord, Jesus. Amen

We invite you to join us in prayer St. Peter’s Prayer Ministry each month.
For information contact Anita Bailey at 610-836-2210
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February

March

April

Lindy Kolb ....................... Feb 1
Nathan Heilman .............. Feb 2
Keith Bance .................... Feb 4
Ashley Destefano ........... Feb 4
Helga Ledder .................. Feb 5
Malcolm Tang ................. Feb 5
Lilly Turner ...................... Feb 5
Nora Staudt .................... Feb 8
Margaret Eisenhower ..... Feb 10
Grace Paek ..................... Feb 10
Ted Riesz........................ Feb 11
Bill Gutsche .................... Feb 12
Sue Giangiacomo ........... Feb 13
Dwight Homan ................ Feb 13
Charles Hayes ................ Feb 14
Cindy Heist ..................... Feb 16
Emily Gross .................... Feb 17
Jayson Troxel ................. Feb 17
Inge Coleman ................. Feb 19
Andrea Walter ................. Feb 19
America Lara-Worman ... Feb 20
Lyla Diehl ........................ Feb 22
Brynne Gallagher ............ Feb 24
Eve Phelps ..................... Feb 25
Sean Dallas .................... Feb 26
Judy Coates .................... Feb 27
Kevin DeStefano ............. Feb 28
Austin Hain ..................... Feb 28
Martha Heinze ................ Feb 29

Avery Charles................. Mar 1
Audrey Kratz .................. Mar 1
Catalina Bergey.............. Mar 5
Diana Sundar ................. Mar 5
Brian Brenfleck ............... Mar 6
John Meyer Jr. ............... Mar 8
Paul Shaffer ................... Mar 8
Victoria Turner................ Mar 8
Brian Bergey .................. Mar 10
Christopher Mannon ...... Mar 10
David Smith .................... Mar 10
Lars Homan.................... Mar 12
Violet Henderson............ Mar 13
Lily Shaffer ..................... Mar 13
David Long ..................... Mar 14
Ruth Donnelly................. Mar 15
Lynda Cipriano ............... Mar 16
Karen Whelihan.............. Mar 16
Dale English ................... Mar 17
Paul Lara ........................ Mar 17
Anita Bailey .................... Mar 18
Neil Berger ..................... Mar 21
Carson Baker ................. Mar 22
Ethan Baker ................... Mar 22
Sharon Baker ................. Mar 22
Cynthia Coslet ................ Mar 22
Pat Reca ........................ Mar 24
Robert Woods ................ Mar 24
Nancy Simpson .............. Mar 25
Matthew Brenfleck ......... Mar 27
Eric Jacobson................. Mar 27
Terry Riesz ..................... Mar 28
Bernd Heinze ................. Mar 29
Paul Nelson .................... Mar 29
Garrett Roberts .............. Mar 29

Stacy Beahan .................Apr 2
Dominic Destfefano ........Apr 2
Vincent Alunni .................Apr 4
Jimmy Blum ....................Apr 4
Shelby McCarty ..............Apr 4
Byrn Phelps.....................Apr 4
Carson Hain ....................Apr 5
Amy Michard ...................Apr 6
Robert Work ....................Apr 7
Benjamin Clark ...............Apr 8
Elizabeth Dallas ..............Apr 8
Linda Baker .....................Apr 9
Joyce Chaffee .................Apr 9
Stuart Michard ................Apr 9
Ginny Bailey ....................Apr 10
Lisa Cooper.....................Apr 10
Mari Duffy-Rourke ...........Apr 10
Mary Parrott ....................Apr 12
Devin Mannon .................Apr 14
John Rittenhouse ............Apr 15
Kyrstyn Strechfus ............Apr 16
Kirsten Olson ..................Apr 17
Jackson Shaffer ..............Apr 17
Patricia Coslet .................Apr 19
Allison Gross ...................Apr 19
Crystal Arena ..................Apr 21
Stephanie Heilman .........Apr 21
Kenny Graham ................Apr 22
Eric Gutsche ...................Apr 24
John McInnes .................Apr 24
Phoenix Woods ...............Apr 24
Olga Smith ......................Apr 25
Sam Wagner ...................Apr 25
Peter Wagner ..................Apr 26
Maryann Gerhart .............Apr 28
Tom DUNN .....................Apr 30
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